
Lake Tahoe Shoreline Plan 

AGENDA:	Steering	Committee	(#25)	[v1]	
Tuesday, July 11, 2017, 9:00-1:00 
at TRPA, Stateline, Nevada 
 

 
 

9:00 Review / Revise Agenda (00) 

9:05 RPIC Follow Up (where are we and what’s next) and Revisit Pier Proposal 

Materials: 
01_Private Pier Distribution Proposal v4 (6.26.17) 
 

9:30 Discuss Overall Proposal Package 

Materials:  
02a_Memo 00, Consolidated Policies for SC CLEAN v5 (6.30.17) 
02b_ Memo 00, Consolidated Policies for SC with tracks v5 (6.30.17) 
03_Meeting Materials: Shoreline Program Elements and Environmental 

Improvements and Protections Overview v2 (6.21.17) 
 
Goal: to step back and consider the overall package of proposals. How are 

they proposals effecting the environmental thresholds? What are the trade-
offs?  

10:30 Identify Priority Discussion Topics  

(based on first 2 agenda items and topics listed below) 

10:40 BREAK 

11:00 Discuss Priority Topics 

12:15 Lunch and Meeting Summary Changes  

(Separate packet: SC14, SC16, SC20, SC21, SC22, SC24) 

12:30 Non-Motorized Boating Discussion with Water Trail Project Manager Becky Bell 

Materials:  
04_Water Trail Shoreline Plan Funding (3.17) 
05_Non-Motorized Boating Access v1 (4.26.17) 
 

1:00 Updates and Next Steps 

 
Calendar  
Steering Committee: July 18, 9:00-3:00 | Aug 15, 9:00-1:00 
TRPA Governing Board / Scoping July 26? 
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REMAINING TOPICS MATERIALS 
Access 
Draft MOU for Public Trust 

Easement in California 

See Access, CA Public Easement  
1) Cover Email from Jennifer Lucchesi 
2) 54 4 B Public Access 1-30-17 
3) Plan B – TRPA Public Access MOU Concepts 1-31-17 
Shorezone Project Description 2008: Please review Other 
Facilities, pg 2-15 to 2-17 from 

Environmental Improvement through Shoreline Plan (AIS & Recreation unmet needs | 

Funding Enforcement) 

Concessions and moorings counting toward cap 

Temporary Seasonal Buoy Permits (in Nevada) 

Revisit Marinas and Rock Crib Expansion 

Investigate commercial pier potential design standards for public health and safety 

Streamline Permitting Follow Up Needed on Dredging-Nevada 

Buoy Enforcement, Follow Up 

Incentives for Relocating Piers currently in environmentally sensitive areas 

Conversion of Use of a Property 

Vertical Public Access 

New Public Structures (In Cal AG’s letter) 

Explore 401-Permit Approval for certain shoreline activities (See 06 Policy Memo on Low 
Lake Adaptation) 

Revisit Fallen Leaf and Cascades Lakes (See 4/26/16 Summary ) 

Mitigation: Review JFF discussion on mitigation and environmental improvement 

Future Fees, Cumulative Impacts, and Mitigation (Blue Boating Program, Pier Fees for 
Recreation) 

Administration 

Consider other Inland Harbors (as comparison to Tahoe Keys Homeowners Association in 
Shoreline Plan) (3 harbors are inland of the natural shoreline rim – Fleur de Lac, Elk Point 
Marina, and Star Harbor) 
 
Fleur Du Lac is located on the west shore of Lake Tahoe near Homewood and includes 22 
homes, each with associated docks in an inland lagoon. 
 
Elk Point is located on the East Shore of Lake Tahoe north of Nevada Beach. It includes 20 
private docks in an inland lagoon. 
 
Star Harbor is located on the north shore of Lake Tahoe, northwest of Tahoe City and 
adjacent to the US Coast Guard pier. This lagoon includes 11 short docks and a long dock 
with a capacity of 20-30 boats.  
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Possible language  

Other private inla nd lagoons associated with home owner associations on Lake Tahoe 
include Fleur Du Lac, Elk Point , and Star Harbor. Like the Tahoe Keys, the moorage in  these 
inland lagoons will be accounted for in the Shoreline Plan estimates of boat usage on 
Lake Tahoe. However, due to the small scale of these inland lagoons and lack of an 
architectural or development review body, their facilities will be subject to th e regulations 
in the TRPA Code of Ordinances.  

 



 
Lake Tahoe Shoreline Plan   

Shoreline Plan Private Pier Distribution Proposal  
Date : 6-26-2017 
Version 4  
 
Shoreline Plan Overarching Goal  
Enhance the recreational experience along Lake Tahoe’s shores while 
protecting the environment and responsibly planning for the future.  
 
Shoreline Plan Organizing Principles  

!  Fair and Reasonable System of Access  
!  Preserve Quality Recreation and Public Safe ty 
!  Protect and Where Possible Enhance the Environment 
!  Adapt to Changing Lake Levels 
!  Implement Predictable and Consistent Rules 

   
Pier Proposal  Objectives  
This pier proposal aims to  harmonize the following objectives :  

¥ Provide fair and reasonable system of  access  and f airly distribute access  
around the lake  

¥ Incentivize and  p rioritize a system of access for multiple use facilities  
¥ Provide opportunity for single -use piers  
¥ Provide flexibility in the location of water -dependent structures  
¥ Develop a p redictable and easy -to -understand  system 
¥ Maintain and attain environmental threshold s  

- Cap and distribute new piers  geographically  
- Go slow  allocation system  
- Manage and m onitor shoreline scenic status (improvements and/ or 

declines)  
- Avoid clustering  (especially in Visually Sensitive areas , such as sandy 

beaches ) 
- Reduce overall development potential   

 
  



Private Pier Proposal Elements  
 
Build-out Cap  

¥ 128 build -out cap on private piers.    
 
Private Pier Allocation  

¥ 96 of the 128 p iers may be permitted  over the first  16 years. Up to  12 piers 
wo uld  be permitted  every two yea rs with  any  rema ining  ba lan c e rolling  
over to  subsequent  yea rs. The release of ad d itiona l p iers after the initia l 
16-year period  would  be c ont ingent  upon the nu mber of pa rc els that  
ret ire p ier de velopment potent ia l during program implementation . TRPA 
will release th ree new  piers for every 8 pa rc els that  retire futu re p ier 
development.  

¥ The 128 piers will be allocated 20% to single parcel piers and 80% to 
multiple parcel piers  (those that retire development potential). 
Opportunities for s ingle  parcel  piers will be front -loaded , that is, more 
allocated in the early years to address pent -up demand  and to allow  
multiple -use piers to  organize , and then reduced in later allotments  

 
Permitting Priority  

¥ If TRPA receives more single parcel pier proposals than allotted in any 
given round, the single parcel piers will be distributed by lottery.  

¥ Multiple parcel p ier p roposa ls wo uld  be p rioritized  based on the 
following  order: 
1) Pier p roposa ls that  ret ire the most p ier d eve lopment  potential (i.e. 

parcels) within the same sc en ic c harac ter type with in the same 
sc en ic u nit.  

2) Pier p roposa ls that  ret ire the most p ier d eve lopment  potent ia l. 
3) Piers loc ated  in less sen sitive sc enic c harac ter t ypes (i.e. Visua lly 

Dom inated is less sensitive than  Visua lly Mo d ified which is less sen sitive 
than  Visua lly Sensitive ). 

4) If a parcel has access to an HOA pier, it would have last priority in 
permitting.   

 
Eligib ility  Criteria 

¥ All pr iva te littora l parc els a re elig ib le unless: 
a)  Deed  restric ted  or in a Shorezone Preserva tion Area,  
b)  With in a Stream  Mouth  Prote c tion Zone, or  
c)  Less than  45Õ of shoreline width  (c ann ot meet  setbac ks). 

 
HOAs 

¥ If littoral property owner s have  access to an HOA pier, they are eligible to 
apply for a multiple  parcel  pier .  

¥ If single use design standards apply (i.e., serving only one residential 
parcel), then applicant must retire development potential on 1 



additional parcel to qualify , and if loc ated in Visually Sensitive, applicant 
must retire at least 2 parcels  with  at least one  of the two  in the same 
segment .    

 
Scenic Mitigation  

¥ Sc enic mitiga tion inc reases with  sc enic sen sitivity of loc a tion of the pier 
parc el:  
-     Visually Dominated  = 1:1.5 
-  Visually Modified = 1 :2.0 
-  Visually Sensitive = 1:3.0 
 

Distribution  
¥ Distribute the 128 new private piers around Lake Tahoe as follows : 

 
 a.  86 to California (67%)  
 
  i. 58 of the 86 to Placer Quadrant (67%)  
 
  ii. 28 of the 86 to El Dorado Quadrant (33%) 
 
 b.  42 to Nevada (33%)  
 
  i. 21 of the 42 to Washoe Quadrant (50%)  
 
  ii. 21 of the 42 to Douglas/Carson Quadrant (50%)  
 

¥ In Visually Sensitive a reas, only multiple  parcel  piers would be allowed.  
¥ Pier d evelopment  with in Visually Sensitive a reas would be limited  based  

on the perc enta ge of Visually Sensitive shoreline within eac h qua drant  
as listed  below. 
 
Plac er Quad rant   
¥ U p  t o 13% of the 58  piers (7) may  b e loc ated  in Visua lly Sensitive a reas 
El Dorado  Quad rant   
¥ U p  t o  22% of the 28  piers (6) may  b e loc ated  in Visua lly Sensitive a reas 
Washoe Quad rant  
¥ U p t o 14% of the 21 piers (3) may  b e loc ated  in Visua lly Sensitive a reas 
Doug las/Ca rson Qua drant  
¥ U p  t o  18% of the  21 piers (3) may  b e loc ated  in Visua lly Sensitive a reas 
 

Note: The length  o f Visua lly Sensitive sho reline a s a p ercenta ge o f to ta l length  w ithin ea ch  
quad ran t is a s fo llows: Pla c er (13%), El Dorad o (22%), Wa sho e (14%), an d  Dou gla s/ Ca rson (18%) 
 
Adaptive Management  

¥ Address all threshold impacts and m itigate visual impacts of new piers 
based on scenic sensitivity of pier location.  



¥ Review implementation of program under both Threshold Evaluation 
process (every 4 years) and an eight -year pier and buoy permitting 
activity report.  

 
Note: **Character Types : Visually Modified (VM) and  Visually Domi nated (VD) = influen c ed  by  
prom inent  existing struc tures, suc h as d eveloped  a reas and marinas, respe c tively and  Visually  
Sensitive (VS) = highly sc enic  or vulnerab le landsc apes,  inc lud ing sand y be ac hes, tha t exhib it 
the  influe nc e of hu man mod ific a tions. 
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Concept s Under Consideration  
The Shoreline Steering Committee has developed these concepts under 

consideration as preliminary consensus and the basis for progress.  The Steering 

Committee will incorporate feedback from the public and the TRPA Governing 

Board and Regional Plan Implementation Committee to refine these concepts 

and develop the final package of recommendations.  

Moorings   

Applicability  
�x A mooring could be a buoy, a boat slip, or a boatlift.  

Moorings per Littoral Parcel  
�x Each littoral parcel can have two moorings at any one time. Littoral 

parcels would be allowed three permanent anchor blocks, but can only 

have 2 moorings at one time. The purpose of the three permanent anchor 

blocks is to avoid disrupting the lake bottom t o relocate moorings.  

Mooring of Motorized Boats  
�x No motorized boats may dock on the beach in fish spawning habitat.  

Boat Slips 
�x No new private boat slips would be allowed except for  public facilities  

and marinas.  

�x Marinas and public agencies could relocate bo at slips if tied to 

environmental improvement.  

�x Adding boat slips or buoys at marinas and public agencies would 

constitute a project and go through a standard review process.  

�x Marinas and public agencies could exchange boat slips and buoys within 

their existing facilities and within their designated allocation for new buoys 

or boat slips. For existing facilities, moving from a buoy to boat slip would 

require a project application.  
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Mooring Conversions  

Marine Railways  
�x Serviceable marine railways may convert t o a buoy or boat slip, but not a 

pier.  

Buoys 
Enforcement  

�x Establish and implement a joint TRPA/State program of buoy compliance.  

�x Develop memoranda of agreement  with the States and TRPA as a 

mechanism to facilitate enforcement.  

�x Recognize that 2008 funding ma y be available for future enforcement.   

Allocation  of Potential New Buoys  
�x 1,430 additional buoys would be eligible for future permitting  in addition to 

the buoys counted during the 2016 boating season .1  Note, in order to 

give public land managers and marinas flexibility to choose a variety of 

mooring layouts , buoys may be changed to boat slips . 

�x Initially, TRPA will release 800 new buoys at the onset of implementation to 

be permitted  

�x The remaining 630 new buoys would be placed in a reserve pool 

availabl e for all potential owners in the future and to meet the Plan goals 

of low lake level adaptation, shifting some availability to the public, and 

environmental improvement.   

o 330 of the 630 buoys would be reserved for marinas.  

�x Public agencies will also be pr ovided an allotment from the reserve pool  

and could utilize a portion or all of this allotment as slips . 

�x Associations will be allowed to apply for new buoys in buoy fields.  In the 

first five years of Shoreline Plan implementation, associations that have 

buoys for 50% or more of the applicable housing units are not eligible to 

apply for new buoys. For associations that are able to apply, the request 

for new buoys can be up to a 20% increase of the total number of existing 

TRPA-legally -permitted moorings (bu oys and slips). The total number of  

association moorings cannot exceed the number of units, must comply 

with placement safety standards, and be within the grid system.  

                                                 
1 The environmental analysis will consider a total number of buoys of 6,316.  This number is drawn 
from the 2008 program.  The 2016 buoy survey identified 4,886 permitted and unpermitted buoys.  
In 2008, TRPA received 4,412 buoy applications (3,421 were approved with another 981 pending).  
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�x Allocation of all buoys , including the reserve pool  and allocation to 

associations , woul d be revisited every 5 years through an adaptive 

management review process.  

�x Once the mooring cap is reached, TRPA may  consider allowing the 

trading and selling of mooring allocations between private property 

owners.  

Buoy Permitting   
�x First call, invite all TRPA permittees, both approved and pending, to come 

in to TRPA to review their buoy permits a nd rectify any outstanding permit 

conditions . 

�x Second call, TRPA will open up to new buoy applications.  

!

Buoys not within a Buoy Field  

Design Standards  
�x Buoys per littoral parcel  

o Up to two buoys allowed per  single-family littoral parcel, as long as 

dimensional criteria such as setbacks are met.  For constricted 

parcels that  are unable to meet setback or spacing requirements, 

TRPA may adjust  projection lines on a cas e-by -case basis . 

�x Location  

o Buoys may be located up to 600 feet waterward from elevation 

6,220 feet measured horizontally.  

o Buoys must be located 20 feet from adjacent property boundaries 

and at least 50 feet from all legally existing buoys . 

�x Buoys within cove  environments with interfering projection lines  

o Cove environment allows only 1 buoy per littoral parcel if applicant 

is not eligible based on projection lines.   TRPA may adjust  projection 

lines on a case -by -case basis.  

o Use same off -shore distance  (located up to 600 feet waterward 

from elevation 6,220 feet ) and proximity requirements  (at least 50 

feet from all legally existing buoys ) for buoys . 

Grandfathering  
�x Recognition of existing buoys  

o For littoral parcels with existing buoys, TRPA would recognize buoys 

based on presentation of (a) a valid buoy permit issued by a 

federal or state agency with appropriate jurisdiction (i.e., USACE, 
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California State Lands, or Nevada State Lands) or (b) clea r 

evidence of the existence of the buoy(s) prior to 1972.  

�ƒ Up to 3 buoys allowed (approximately 61 parcels)  for littoral 

lots > 50 feet in width . 

�ƒ Up to 2 buoys allowed for littoral parcels < 50 feet in width.  

o For non -littoral parcels , buoys placed prior to 1972 would be 

recognized only after the applicant has received authorization 

from the applicable California or Nevada state agency with 

jurisdiction at Lake Tahoe.  

o Recognized buoys would be required to conform to the location 

standards for new buoys descri bed above, unless re -location that 

may be required would create unnecessary additional 

environmental impacts, and the existing buoy location does not 

unreasonably interfere with buoys being located by adjacent 

property owners. In any case, buoys must be lo cated at least 50 

feet from any other buoy or structure.  

Buoy Fields (including marinas)  

Design Standards  
�x Buoy fields should be designed in a grid using the same setback and 

spacing  standards as for buoys  (20 feet from adjacent property 

boundar ies and at least 50 feet from all legally existing buoys ) but may 

deviate from these standards based on site specific conditions including 

neighboring uses and structures, State agency compliance, Coast Guard 

consultation, navigation, substrate including obstacles, and bathymetry.     

�x All commercial and tourist b uoys shall be subject to the same setbacks 

and grid spacing as homeowner associations  or other associational 

entities.  

Low Lake Level Adaptation  
�x Provide for additional permanent anchors for low lake adaptation, either 

lakeward or laterally for legally esta blished buoys. Applicants must 

consider plan for landward row, given that buoy blocks might be exposed 

when lake levels are low.  

Private Harbors  

Low Lake Level Adaptation  
�x Allow private harbors to install permanent buoy anchors as low lake level 

adaptation  strategy as part of buoy field or in exchange for slips as a low 
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lake level adaptation strategy, or when harbors are inaccessible due to 

sediment accumulation.   

Buoys Associated with Concessions  
�x Concessions should moor motorized watercraft  on permitted bu oys. 

�x All buoys used for concessions need to be TRPA permitted legal buoys.    

Piers 

Applicability  
�x Fish spawning habitat: 2015 updated fish habitat maps using best 

available data will be adopted as part of the Shoreline Plan.  Based on 

scientific input, the ban on new construction within fish habitat is not 

scientifically supported and should be lifted.  Mitigation in spawning 

habitat will be required consistent with the environmental thresholds.  

Private Pier Distribution Objectives  
This pier proposal aims to  harmonize the following objectives:  

�x Provide fair and reasonable system of access and fairly distribute access 

around the lake  

�x Incentivize and prioritize a system of access for multiple -use facilities  

�x Provide opportunity for single -parcel piers  

�x Provide flexibility in the location of water -dependent structures  

�x Develop a predictable and easy -to -understand system  

�x Maintain and attain environmental thresholds  

o Cap and distribute new piers geographically  

o Use a Ògo slowÓ allocation system  

o Manage and monitor sho reline scenic status (improvements and/or 

declines)  

o Avoid clustering (especially in Visually Sensitive areas, such as 

sandy beaches)  

o Reduce overall development potential  

Definition s 
�x Pier: A fixed or floating structure intended as a landing or mooring  for 

water craft and either extending from the backshore to at least 10 feet 

beyond the high water elevation line, or extending into Lake Tahoe to a 

depth of 6 ,226.1 feet  Lake Tahoe Datum (or a functionally similar depth on 

other lakes in the Region).   
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�x Single-use pier: Also referred to as a Single -Parcel Pier.  A pier that serves 

one littoral parcel (and retires no parcel as part of the application 

process).  

�x Multiple -use pier: a pier that serves more than one parcel.  

�x Multiple -parcel pier: a pier that retires pier  development potential through 

deed restriction on one or more  littoral parcels .  A multiple -parcel pier 

may be built to either single - or multiple -use pier design standards.  

Pierhead Line  
�x TRPA digitized  the waterward edge of the pierhead line for all areas 

around the Lake as depicted on existing hardcopy maps.  

General  
�x Provide incentives for development of multiple -use piers in lieu of single -

use piers. 

�x For all littoral parcels served with a multiple -use pier, pier development 

potential must be retired through deed restriction for all but the pier -

developed parcel.  This would apply to both adjacent and non -adjacent 

parcels regardless of the number of owners.  

Incentives  for Multiple -Use Piers 
�x TRPA will prioritize applications for piers based on the number of parcels 

served.  

�x The following additional incentives for multiple -use piers may be allowed:  

o additional length for catwalks;  

o one boat lift per littoral parcel, up to a maximum of four per 

multiple -use pie r; 

o flexibility in pierhead design to accommodate multiple users; and  

o increased visual mass dependent upon number of parcels.  

�x Water depth or substrate slope will not be a required design standard for 

multiple -use piers. 

Eligibility Restrictions   
�x Littoral p arcel is defined as a parcel that  has fee ownership to high water . 

�x All private littoral parcels are eligible for a pier Ð including those which 

have access to a homeowners association  pier Ð if the applicant meets 

the following criteria:  

o The parcel must not have an existing pier , 

o The parcel must not otherwise be deed restricted for a pier.  

o Structures cannot be located in stream mouth protection zones.  
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o The parcel cannot be located within Shorezone Preservation  Areas . 

Exceptions, subject to environmental review, possible for public 

piers. 

o Shoreline width is greater than or equal to 45 feet and therefore 

would meet side setback requirements.  

o Littoral proper ty owners who have access to a  homeowners 

association pie r are eligible to apply for a multiple -parcel pier . 

�ƒ If the pier only serves one residential pa rcel (i.e. single -use 

design  standards apply) then the applicant must retire 

development potential on 1 parcel to qualify, and if located 

in a Visually Sensitive area , the applicant must retire at least 

2 parcels with at least one of the two in the same segment.  

�x Public drinking water intakes: within ! mile of water intakes, water 

purveyors will be notified and consult ed on project conditions.  

Allocation and Distribution of Potential New Piers  

Allocation   
�x 10 public piers would be available for permitting.  

�x 128 private piers would be available for permitting over the life of the 

program c ontingent on threshold attainment, retiring pier development 

potential, or other access enhancements.  

�x Initially, TRPA would release 96 of the 128 piers  to be permitted over a 16 -

year period.   

�x Up to 12 piers would be permitted every  two years  with any remaining 

balance rolling over to subsequent years  (i.e. if 10 piers permitted in years 

1 and 2, then 14 piers (12 + 2) would be available in years 3 and 4 ). 

�x The release of additional piers  after the initial 16 -year period  would be 

contingent upon the numb er of parcels that  retire future pier 

development potential.  TRPA would release t hree new piers for every 8 

parcels that retire future pier development.  

�x The 128 piers would  be allocated 20  percent  to single -parcel piers and 80  

percent  to multiple -parcel p iers (those that retire development potential).  

�x Opportunities for single -parcel piers will be front -loaded, that is, more 

allocated in the early years to address pent -up demand and to allow  

multiple -use piers to organize, and then reduced in later allotments  

�x TRPA will review the implementation of the pier allocation plan , including  

monitor ing  the geographic distribution of new piers along with an 

evaluation of  pier availability , under both the Threshold Evaluation process 

(every 4 years) and an eigh t-year pier and buoy permitting activity report . 
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Distribution  
�x In Visually Sensitive areas, only multiple -parcel piers would be allowed.  

�x The 128 new  private piers  would be distributed around Lake Tahoe based 

on geographic divisions.  Pier development within Visually Sensitive areas 

would be limited based on the percentage of Visually Sensitive shoreline 

within each quadrant as listed below : 

o California: 86 new piers (67% of 128) 

�ƒ Placer Quadrant: 58 new piers (67% of 86)  

�x Up to 7 new piers  (13% of 58) may be located within 

Visually Sensitive areas.  

�ƒ El Dorado Quadrant: 28 new piers ( 33% of 86) 

�x Up to 6 new piers ( 22% of 28) may be located within 

Visually Sensitive areas.  

o Nevada : 42 new piers ( 33% of 128) 

�ƒ Washoe  Quadrant: 21 new piers ( 50% of 42) 

�x Up to 3 new piers ( 14% of 21) may be located within 

Visually Sensitive areas.  

�ƒ Douglas/Carson  Quadrant: 21 new piers ( 50% of 42) 

�x Up to 3 new piers ( 18% of 21) may be located within 

Visually Sensitive areas.  

Prioritization of Permit Applications  
�x Permit applications for new piers would be collected annually by TRPA . 

�x If TRPA receives more single -parcel pier proposals than allotted in any 

given two -year allocation period , the single -parcel piers would  be 

distributed by lottery . 

�x Multiple -parcel piers would be prioritized base d  on the following order : 

o Proposals that  retire the most pier development potential (i.e. 

parcels) within the same scenic character type within the same 

scenic unit . 

o Proposals that  retire the most pier  development potential . 

o Piers located in less sensitive scenic character types  (i.e. Visually 

Dominated is less sensitive than Visually Modified which is less 

sensitive than  Visually Sensitive) . 

o If a parcel has access to a  homeowners association pier, it would 

have last priority in permitting . 

�x Permit applications that  are not accepted after TRPAÕs permit prioritization 

assessment will be denied.  
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Scenic BMPs 
�x For new piers: TRPA will require an initial 21 contrast rating (this is the 

baseline requirement) as part of the pier application.  Following permit 

submittal, applicants would have 6 months to increase their contrast 

rating to 25 as part of project mitigation.  TRPA will exempt property 

owners from the 25 contrast rating if it is not feasible to achieve 25.   

Multiple -use Design Standards  

Applicability  
�x Piers that serve more than one primary residence on one parcel or 

multiple parcels with primary residences may comply with multiple -use 

pier design standards.  

�x For single parcels that  serve multiple units, including multi -family housing, 

condos, and home o wners associations , the applicable pier design 

standards are listed below, based on the number of units served.  In all 

such cases, only one boat lift would be allowed.  

o For 1-2 units, single -use design standards apply . 

o For 3-4 units, multiple use design st andards apply with visual mass 

limited to 400 square feet . 

o For 5-20 units, multiple use design standards apply with visual mass 

limited to 460 square feet.  

o For more than 20 units, multiple use design standards apply with 

visual mass limited to 520 square f eet . 

�x Piers that serve a single primary residence with multiple vacant littoral 

parcels must comply with single -use pier design standards but shall qualify 

for application priority  and be drawn from the multiple -parcel allocation 

pool .  

Design Standards  
�x Length : The landward side of the pier catwalk can extend to elevation 

6,219 feet  or 30 feet waterward of the pierhead line , whichever is more 

limiting.   

�x Width: 15 feet wide, not including catwalks  

�x Multiple -use piers can have flexibility in the design of the pierhead to 

accommodate multiple users.  

�x Catwalks: 3 feet wide and length is dependent upon number of parcels:  

o If two parcels, then catwalks may be up to 30 feet long.  

o If more than two parcels, then catwalks may be up to 45 feet long.   
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�x Boat lifts: One boat  lift per littoral parcel allowed, up to a maximum of four 

per multiple -use pier.  

�x Visual mass 

o For 2 littoral parcels, visual mass would be limited to 400 square feet  

o For 3 littoral parcels, visual mass would be limited to 460 square feet  

o For 4 or more lit toral parcels, visual mass would be limited to 520 

square feet  

�x Boat  and boat  lift visual mass would not be included in the visual mass 

limitation; however, applicants would have to mitigate for boat and boat 

lift visual mass as part of the project.  

�x Similar to boats and boat lifts, pier railings, which are needed to meet 

safety requirements, are not included in the visual mass limitation; 

however, applicants would have to mitigate the visual mass as part of the 

project.  

 

Single-Use Design Standards  
�x Orientation: piers shall  be constructed perpendicular to the shoreline.  

�x Length: new or existing piers may extend to elevation 6,219 feet or the 

pierhead line, whichever is more limiting.  If an applicant needs additional 

pier length for functionality, TRPA standards would allow up to an 

additional 15 feet waterward of the pier headline if the drop in substrate 

within the additional 15 feet is a minimum of 6 inches (minimum of 3 

percent).  

�x Width: maximum width equals 10 feet.  

�x Visual mass: limited to 220 square feet for the pier, which includes 

catwalks up to 3 feet wide and 30 feet in length.  The 220 square feet 

would not include visual mass of a boat and boat lift, but additional visual 

mass of a boat lift with a boat would still need to b e mitigated.  

�x Location : A new pier should be located at least 40 feet from any other 

pier, measured from the pier head.  Side setbacks for piers should be at 

least 20 feet for new piers and 5 feet for existing piers.  

�x Catwalks up to 3Õ in width and boatlift s are allowed.  

Public Piers  
�x TRPA will evaluate public pier design on a case -by -case basis.   Therefore, 

design standards for public piers are not proposed.  

�x Public piers may not be used as permanent moorage.  
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Commercial and Tourist Accommodation Piers  
�x A com mercial use may  be eligible for a new pier if the upland use is also 

commercial.  

�x A tourist accommodation use may  be eligible for a new pier only if the 

upland use also includes a commercial use.  

�x For eligible  piers that  are open to the public, piers may be design ed to 

multiple -use standards for 4 or more  littoral  parcels.  

�x For eligible piers that  are not open to the public, piers may be de signed to 

single -use des ign standard s. 

�x Applications for new piers associated with commercial or tourist 

accommodation uses  will be prioritized as part of the annual pier 

application and allotment process.  

Pier Relocation and Transfer   
�x Piers may be relocated or transferred within the same scenic unit or to 

another scenic unit in attainment, but cannot transfer to another scenic 

unit that is out of attainment.  

�x Transferred piers should meet all location and design criteria for a new 

pier.  

�x When a pier is transferred, the old pier should be fully removed and the 

area restored. The sending parcel should be deed -restricted from 

developing a future pier.  

�x For pier transfers, both the sending and receiving parcels should meet 

scenic BMP requirements for new piers.  

Pier Conversion  
�x Existing boat  ramps may  be converted to a pier. These piers would  not be 

counted within the pier allocat ion .  

Expansions of Existing Piers 
�x Existing piers that conform to location and design standards may be 

expanded to the extent allowed for new piers.  

�x Existing piers that do not conform to location and design standards may 

not be expanded unless:  

o the expan sion is limited to an existing boat house and does not 

increase the functional capacity of the pier;  

o the effect of the expansion is to increase contrast rating of the 

structure; and  

o the expansion is the absolute minimum necessary to accomplish 

the scenic  quality improvement.  
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Modification of Existing Pier Structures  
�x Existing pier structures that do not conform to location and design 

standards may be modified if the modification:  

o results in a material environmental benefit;  

o brings the structure into great er compliance with location and 

design standards; and  

o does not increase the degree of nonconformance with any 

location and design standard.  

Mitigation  

Priority Location  
�x Scenic mitigation and improvement should first occur when possible: 1) on 

the parcel i n the shorezone; 2) on the parcel in the upland area; 3) within 

the unit on the shorezone; 4) within the unit in the upland; and then 5) in 

another non -attainment unit.  

Scenic Mitigation  
�x Scenic mitigation  for new piers  increases with scenic sensitivity of the 

developing  parcel Õs location. 

o For Visually Dominated areas , the scenic mitigation ratio is 1:1 .5. 

o For Visually Modified areas , the scenic mitigation ratio is 1: 2.0. 

o For Visually Sensitive areas, the scenic mitigation ratio is 1:3.0.  

Fish Habitat Mitigation  
�x Consistent with the environmental thresholds, mitigation of fish habitat (for 

feeding / escape cover and spawning) is 1:1.  

Scenic Credit Program  
�x TRPA will allow  banking of scenic credits in the shorezone and shoreland.  

�x Private parcels, public pa rcels and marinas are eligible to participate.  

�x Improvement can occur anywhere on the parcel or in the unit.  

�x Credit always stays with the parcel.  

Floating (Swim) Platforms  
�x Floating platforms should be allowed and tied to a permanent anchor.  

�x Floating platform s are not  mooring s; however, they must be connected to 

an anchor in lieu of a buoy .  

�x Floating platforms should  not exceed 10 x 10 feet .   
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�x Motorized boats cannot be moored to floating platforms.  

Boat Ramps  
�x During periods of low lake levels, encourage non -motorized boaters to use 

boat ramps that are not functional for motorized boats.  

�x The existing six public boat ramps may be relocated to sites better suited 

to accommodate low lake level.  

�x Up to two new public boat ramps may be developed.   

�x Any new public boat ramps should be located in areas that promote 

geographic distribution of lake ac cess in association with clustered 

development and transportation hubs.   

�x New ramp locations should also exhibit shoreline conditions that  are well 

suited (e.g. depth, bathymetry) to accommodate access during periods 

of Phase 2 low lake levels of 6,220 fee t. 

�x Where feasible, ma rinas and other public ramps may  extend ramps to be 

operational during periods of low lake levels.  

Marinas  

Applicability  
�x The Shoreline Plan process could facilitate environmentally beneficial 

redevelopment at marinas in lieu of Marina Master Plans.  

�x The types of improvements that marina operators anticipate varies based 

on a number of factors specific to marina location, including access to 

navigable water, services provided, and desired reconfiguration or 

expansion at marinas that may or may not involve additional moorings.  

�x Marinas may  begin planning  and implementing for Phase 2 lake levels  

before such levels are realized .  

Permit Streamlining and Environmental Review  
�x Each marina project would be subject to environmental review, but 

dep ending upon the level of disturbance and scale of project, it could be 

approved at the staff or hearings officer level.   Projects requiring an EIS 

would require review and approval by APC and the Governing Board.  

�x To avoid multiple permit applications, app lications for marina projects are 

encouraged to be comprehensive in that they should include a phasing 

plan that includes both short term and long term environmental 

improvements, low lake level adaptation strategies, and plans for adding 

additional capaci ty. 
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Mooring Allocation 2  
�x TRPA will set aside 330 buoy allocations for use at marinas.    

�x Boat slips would be interchangeable  with buoys  for allocation purposes.  

�x Additional buoys or slips may be allocated if a proposed project meets all 

requirements of the respective permitting agencies and complies with the 

ÒClean MarinaÓ certification program with additional elements that are 

Tahoe -specific integrated into the program, including an aquatic invasive 

species management plan.  

o Such compliance would be required  prior to permitting any 

reconfiguration or expansion.  

o Marinas should also include some additional elements  such as the  

environmental improvements shown in the list below . 

�ƒ Demonstrate flow improvements/reduction of AIS habitat 

conditions and/or reduced need for dredging.  

�ƒ Contribute to existing AIS control efforts (lake wide).  

�ƒ Provide a boating rental and operations fleet that meets 

EPA and/or CARB standards, including  electric boats.  

�ƒ Install an electric charging station for boats.  

�ƒ Provide boater educatio n of 600Õ no wake zone, boater 

safety, and clean boating practices.  

�ƒ Provide public access to marina fueling and/or pump out 

stations.  

�ƒ Install stormwater BMPs that treat volume above existing 

TRPA and, if in CA, Lahontan RWCQB requirements.  

�ƒ Provide additional scenic improvements, such as rack or 

storage screening.  

�ƒ Provide boat ramps for public use.  If a ramp is not functional 

for motorized boating due to low lake level conditions, 

provide access for non -motorized boaters.   

�ƒ Provide dedicated parking  for non -motorized boaters.  

�ƒ Demonstrate a low lake level capacity improvement.  

�ƒ Provide non -motorized boat storage for public.  

�ƒ Install an electric charging station for cars.   

�ƒ Reduce on -site coverage.  

�ƒ Receive Lake Friendly Business Certification.  

�x Marinas th at have demonstrated past performance in environmental 

improvements could receive additional consideration  for additional buoys 

or boat slips . 

                                                 
2 See Buoys for further discussion of buoy allocation lake -wide.  
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�x Buoy or boat slip  allocations could be used immediately or phased over 

time consistent with the project applicati on . 

�x Marina piers may not be used as permanent moorage.    

Low Lake Level Adaptation  
�x Marinas may  begin planning  and implementing for Phase 2 (elevation 

6,220 feet)  lake levels  before such levels are realized .  

Additional Capacity  
�x If marinas are adding capacity or making other provisions to 

accommodate private property owners who cannot access private 

moorings during low lake level conditions, they should not be required to 

provide Òabove and beyondÓ environmental improvements or additional 

mitigation fe es.  

Floating Structures  
�x Marinas would be allowed to use temporary  floating  structures to provide 

access for boats  when lake levels fall below 6,225 feet .3 Such structures 

should be removed when the lake levels rise above 6,225 feet for a period 

of six con secutive months.  

Pier Extension 
�x Flexibility in pier design at marinas  would be allowed based on site -

specific navigation and environmental considerations.  Longer piers may 

help to alle viate  the need for dredging, but could have navigation and 

scenic impac ts.   

�x Marina pier extensions shall be reviewed on a case -by -case basis and 

subject to the following:  

o A marina pier must serve the public.  

o A marina pier extension must not negatively impact safe 

navigation.  

o All impacts of a marina pier extension must be appropriately 

mitigated.  

o A marina pier may be extended  15 feet waterward if the  drop in 

substrate within the additional 15 feet is a minimum of 6 inches 

(minimum of 3 percent).   Additional extensions may be allowed if 

the same substrate slope applies  conti nuously .   

                                                 
3 Both TRPA and California State Lands Commission will explore new permits and leases, 
respectively , that can accommodate marina flexibility for taking these structures in and out of the 
water . 
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�x A marina pier extension for the purposes of facilitating waterborne transit 

shall be considered only with the review of a waterborne transit plan or 

project.  

Design Standards  

Buoy Fields 
�x Marina buoy fields must comply with the same standards as other buoy 

fields (see Buoys) although marina buoy fields may extend further . 

waterward than other fields if consistent with existing permits and leases.  

�x Marina buoy fields could include additional rows of lakeward anchors to 

accommodate low lake level ada ptation, but the number of buoys must 

stay the same.  

Dredging  
�x New  dredging would only be allowed at marinas , the five essential public 

health and safety facilities , and the six existing public boat ramps  where 

previously approved uses exist , p rovided all e nvironmental impacts are 

addressed and can be appropriately mitigated.  

�x New dredging at public boat ramps may be allowed if increased 

functionality of the ramp can be demonstrated .   

�x TRPA will adopt a conformance standard consistent with the Army Corps 

of Engineers 404 federal standard for new dredging  (non -degradation) . 

Applicants will also need to comply with each stateÕs 401 permit 

requirements.  

�x Maintenance dredging would be allowed . 

Overnight anchoring  
�x Watercraft moored overnight shall be moored to legal ly existing buoys, 

boatlifts, slips, berths, boat hoists or other watercraft storage facilities, 

except for the following:  

o Mooring of construction watercraft for purposes of and use during 

TRPA authorized construction activities,  

o Mooring of public service watercraft for health and safety purposes, or  

o Mooring of watercraft for occasional overnight camping purposes for 

up to 72 hours.  
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No Wake Zone  
�x The no wake zone will be maintained at 600 -feet from the water line and 

speed will continue to be limited to 5 mph, except for within Emerald Bay . 

�x Within Emerald Bay, all areas will be designated as a no wake zone.  

Speed would be limited to 5 mph with an exception up to 7 mph for tour 

boats.  

Concession s 

Applicability  
�x Concession structures that occur upland of the shorezone  will not be 

regulated through the Shoreline Plan.   

�x The following general policies and standards apply to both motorized and 

non -motorized concessions  unless specified . 

General   
�x Concessions would only be permitted as an accessory use for applicants 

that have a permitted upland commercial or public facility / use and 

would need to consider upland parking availability .  

�x TRPA would only issue permanent permits.  The permit would specify  the 

number and type of boats, paddleboards, kiosks/ structures, etc. to 

support the concession.    

�x All concessions with a valid permit would be considered grandfathered to 

continue operating  under their existing permit conditions. All new 

concessions would  be required to meet the requirements of the Shoreline 

Plan.  TRPA is responsible for enforcement of  unauthorized uses.   

�x Moorings for concession s would be counted toward the  buoy cap.  

�x When allowed, only o ne watercraft may be moored per buoy or slip .  Use 

of buoy ÒtrainsÓ are not allowed outside of marinas.  

�x All concessions have to meet BMPs , including fueling best management 

practices, meeting fire codes, and local jurisdiction  permit (s). 

Concessions for Motorized Boat Rentals  
�x New motorized boat concessions must be associated with a marina.  

�x Each concession for motorized boating would be allowed 1 watercraft 

per permitted mooring except for marinas , which may  have one string 

with no more than 10 personal watercraft.  
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Design Stand ards 
�x Storage racks would be allowed. The location of racks would be above 

high water wherever  possible and provide for maximum access and 

recreational benefit.  

Non -motorized Boating  

Applicability  
The Shoreline Plan recognizes that non -motorized boating is an ever -increasing 

recreational activity at Lake Tahoe and supports efforts to provide safe access, 

egress and navigation. The Sh oreline Plan will also provide opportunities for 

facilities to accommodate non -motorized boating activities, including paddle 

boarding and kayaking.   The California Tahoe Conservancy along with the Lake 

Tahoe Water Trail Association provides a robust boater education and safety 

program at Lake Tahoe. The U.S. Coast Guard, marinas, and other recreation 

providers also facilitate boater safety and provide information.  

Safe Navigation  Elements of the  Shoreline Plan  
�x Continues the no -wake zone at 600 -feet and 5mph speed limit.  

�x Limits pier length via the designated pierhead line . 

�x Controls where piers are located, preserving natural areas without piers 

and distributing piers in areas where piers already e xist. 

�x Creates more space and a buffer for non -motorized access on the 

landward side of buoy fields by allowing buoy fields to move their  

landward row of buoys lakeward during low lake levels.  

Use/ Access Improvements of  the Shoreline Plan  
�x Provides for stor age racks and concessions in the shorezone.  

�x Supports funding for signage associated with the Water Trail to identify 

launch sites, landing locations, and other public access points.  

�x Enhances public boat ramps for non -motorized watercraft to take 

advantage during periods of low lake when not accessible for motorized 

boats.  

�x Upholds environmental thresholds (scenic, water quality, recreation) to 

ensure a quality recreational experience for all users.  
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Other Structures  

Breakwaters, Jetties, and Rock Crib and Sheet Pile Piers 
�x No new public or private breakwaters, jetties, rock crib piers, or sheet pile 

piers (or other structures of this type) would be permitted in the Lake 

Tahoe Region except as part of a habitat restoration project  or as part of 

a marina envir onmental improvement project.  

Low Lake Level Adaptation  

Phased Approach  
The Shoreline Plan will plan for low lake level adaptation over the next 20 years 

and recognize the following phases : 

Phase 1:   6223 feet elevation, natural rim .  The current legal lo w used in 

regional planning.  

Phase 2:   6,220 feet .  The Joint Fact -Finding Committee recommended 

the use of elevation 6,220 feet based on their review of the  

historic low lake elevation (6,220 feet)  and the central tendency 

in the Bureau of Reclamation Tr uckee Basin Study 4.  This 

elevation is considered the low elevation for planning decisions 

and policy development, intended to accommodate some 

access during low lake levels.  

Phase 3:   Below 6220 feet (Ò too low to provide for accessÓ).  In some 

years, the  lake elevation may drop below a level at which 

boating and other access can no longer be reasonably 

provided.  

Direct Access  towards Marinas and other Public Ramps  
�ƒ During periods of  Phase 2 low lake levels, direct  boats, which need 

associated structures to  safely and effectively launch,  to  marinas and 

other public ramps  that are operational at such elevations , clustering 

access near areas with transportation and transit options.  

�x Support marinas and other public ramps to adapt to be operational 

during periods of low lake levels to the extent feasible.  

                                                 
" !#$%$!&'()*+,'-+!./!+0'!1-+'*2.*3!45*')5!./!6'78),)+2.-!9:;<=>$!6'78),)+2.-?!@)-)A2-A!
B)+'*!2-!+0'!B'C+$!!D*57E''!4)C2-!%+5FG3!4)C2-!%+5FG!6'(.*+$!!H5A5C+3!:;<=$!
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�x The Shoreline Plan low lake adaptations will generally plan to 

accommodate watercraft up to thirty feet in length , which is roughly the 

average length of boats on the Lake.  

Tolerance Districts and Permissible Uses 
�x TRPA guides development around the shoreline of Lake Tahoe through 

the use of eight shorezone tolerance districts  that  were developed based 

on an analysis of an areas tolerance or responsiveness to disturbance or 

change. Within the toleran ce districts, TRPA also developed appropriate 

permissible uses for the shoreline depending upon the level of intensity of 

development authorized by the designated tolerance district 

classification .  The tolerance districts and associated permissible uses a re 

to be carried forward into the Shoreline Plan.  

�x The existing code is open to interpretation regarding private access from 

the backshore to the foreshore (competing clauses in the code in certain 

Tolerance Districts). Due to topography, such as steep slo pes, private 

access to the backshore should be allowed, but such access should be 

accomplished in the least impactful way, which might be a footpath or 

staircase. TRPA would clarify the existing code.    

Public Trust Easement in CA  
�x TRPA and California Stat e Lands Commission  has agreed to draft  a 

memorandum of understanding that  would detail a process to 

coordinate applications for piers which respect the easement and 

property rights, giving assurance to property owners . The MOU is in 

development.  

Tahoe Keys   
The 2016 inventory included boating facilities in the Tahoe Keys.  

Applicability   
�x The Shoreline  Plan accounts for the anticipated environmental impacts of 

the Keys by including Tahoe Keys lagoon structures as part of the 2016 

shoreline structure inventor y and boating capacity coming from the Keys 

for the environmental baseline.  

�x The Lake Tahoe shoreline development standards in the Shoreline Plan 

would not apply in the Tahoe Keys because the Keys are not part of Lake 
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Tahoe (proper).  For example, l ow lake  adaptation policies and standards 

would not apply in the Keys.  

�x  The highest priority issue to address in the Keys is Aquatic Invasive Species 

(AIS) management, and TRPA and Lahontan are working actively with the 

Keys Homeowner's Association on developing and implementing an 

invasive weeds management plan.  

�x Because the Keys are  built out, there is little need to prioritize planning for 

new development, and any refinements to permit administration for the 

Keys will likely be taken up after the Shoreline Plan  for Lake Tahoe and the 

Keys AIS Management Plan work is completed.   

Green Infrastructure   
�x TRPA will allow planning for infrastructure that will support environmental 

improvement.   

Environmental Improvement   
�x Environmental improvement projects with a nexus to recreational impacts 

will be identified and presented as an opportunity to advance expanded 

recreational access in concert with environmental restoration.  

Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) implement ation that is in 

alignment with existing EIP programmatic priorities will be part of the 

established framework. [In Development ] 

�x Staff and the Steering Committee are working together to identify the 

exact mechanisms to link the Shoreline Plan with Aquatic Invasive Species 

(AIS) and recreation projects.   
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Concepts Under Consideration  
The Shoreline Steering Committee has developed these concepts under 
consideration as preliminary consensus and the basis for progress.  The Steering 
Committee will incorporate feedback from the public and the TRPA Governing 
Board and Regional Plan Implementation Committee to refine these concepts 
and develop the final package of recommendations. 

Moorings   

Applicability 
�x A mooring could be a buoy, a boat slip, or a boatlift. 

Moorings per Littoral Parcel 
�x Each littoral parcel can have two moorings at any one time. Littoral 

parcels would be allowed three permanent anchor blocks, but can only 
have 2 moorings at one time. The purpose of the three permanent anchor 
blocks is to avoid disrupting the lake bottom to relocate moorings. 

Mooring of Motorized Boats 
�x No motorized boats may dock on the beach in fish spawning habitat. 

Boat Slips 
�x No new private boat slips would be allowed except for public facilities 

and marinas. 
�x Marinas and public agencies could relocate boat slips if tied to 

environmental improvement. 
�x Adding boat slips or buoys at marinas and public agencies would 

constitute a project and go through a standard review process.  
�x Marinas and public agencies could exchange boat slips and buoys within 

their existing facilities and within their designated allocation for new buoys 
or boat slips. For existing facilities, moving from a buoy to boat slip would 
require a project application.  
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Mooring Conversions 

Marine Railways 
�x Serviceable marine railways may convert to a buoy or boat slip, but not a 

pier. 

Buoys 
Enforcement 

�x Establish and implement a joint TRPA/State program of buoy compliance. 
�x Develop memoranda of agreement with the States and TRPA as a 

mechanism to facilitate enforcement. 
�x Recognize that 2008 funding may be available for future enforcement.   

Allocation of Potential New Buoys  
�x 1,430 additional buoys would be eligible for future permitting in addition to 

the buoys counted during the 2016 boating season.1  Note, in order to 
give public land managers and marinas flexibility to choose a variety of 
mooring layouts, buoys may be changed to boat slips. 

�x Initially, TRPA will release 800 new buoys at the onset of implementation to 
be permitted 

�x The remaining 630 new buoys would be placed in a reserve pool 
available for all potential owners in the future and to meet the Plan goals 
of low lake level adaptation, shifting some availability to the public, and 
environmental improvement.   

o 330 of the 630 buoys would be reserved for marinas. 
�x Public agencies will also be provided an allotment from the reserve pool 

and could utilize a portion or all of this allotment as slips. 
�x Associations will be allowed to apply for new buoys in buoy fields.  In the 

first five years of Shoreline Plan implementation, associations that have 
buoys for 50% or more of the applicable housing units are not eligible to 
apply for new buoys. For associations that are able to apply, the request 
for new buoys can be up to a 20% increase of the total number of existing 
TRPA-legally-permitted moorings (buoys and slips). The total number of 
association moorings cannot exceed the number of units, must comply 
with placement safety standards, and be within the grid system. 

                                                 
1 The environmental analysis will consider a total number of buoys of 6,316. This number is drawn 
from the 2008 program.  The 2016 buoy survey identified 4,886 permitted and unpermitted buoys.  
In 2008, TRPA received 4,412 buoy applications (3,421 were approved with another 981 pending).  
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�x Allocation of all buoys, including the reserve pool and allocation to 
associations, would be revisited every 5 years through an adaptive 
management review process. 

�x Once the mooring cap is reached, TRPA may consider allowing the 
trading and selling of mooring allocations between private property 
owners. 

Buoy Permitting  
�x First call, invite all TRPA permittees, both approved and pending, to come 

in to TRPA to review their buoy permits and rectify any outstanding permit 
conditions. 

�x Second call, TRPA will open up to new buoy applications. 

 

Buoys not within a Buoy Field 

Design Standards 
�x Buoys per littoral parcel 

o Up to two buoys allowed per single-family littoral parcel, as long as 
dimensional criteria such as setbacks are met.  For constricted 
parcels that are unable to meet setback or spacing requirements, 
TRPA may adjust projection lines on a case-by-case basis. 

�x Location 
o Buoys may be located up to 600 feet waterward from elevation 

6,220 feet measured horizontally. 
o Buoys must be located 20 feet from adjacent property boundaries 

and at least 50 feet from all legally existing buoys. 
�x Buoys within cove environments with interfering projection lines 

o Cove environment allows only 1 buoy per littoral parcel if applicant 
is not eligible based on projection lines.  TRPA may adjust projection 
lines on a case-by-case basis. 

o Use same off-shore distance (located up to 600 feet waterward 
from elevation 6,220 feet) and proximity requirements (at least 50 
feet from all legally existing buoys) required for single-use buoys. 

o Buoys must be located 50 feet from other buoys. 

Grandfathering 
�x Recognition of existing buoys 

o For littoral parcels with existing buoys, TRPA would recognize buoys 
based on presentation of (a) a valid buoy permit issued by a 
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federal or state agency with appropriate jurisdiction (i.e., USACE, 
California State Lands, or Nevada State Lands) or (b) clear 
evidence of the existence of the buoy(s) prior to 1972. 

�ƒ Up to 3 buoys allowed (approximately 61 parcels) for littoral 
lots > 50 feet in width. 

�ƒ Up to 2 buoys allowed for littoral parcels < 50 feet in width. 
o For non-littoral parcels, buoys placed prior to 1972 would be 

recognized only after the applicant has received authorization 
from the applicable California or Nevada state agency with 
jurisdiction at Lake Tahoe. 

o Recognized buoys would be required to conform to the location 
standards for new buoys described above, unless re-location that 
may be required would create unnecessary additional 
environmental impacts, and the existing buoy location does not 
unreasonably interfere with buoys being located by adjacent 
property owners. In any case, buoys must be located at least 50 
feet from any other buoy or structure. 

Buoy Fields (including marinas) 

Design Standards 
�x Buoy fields should be designed in a grid using the same setback and 

spacing  standards as for single-use buoys (20 feet from adjacent property 
boundaries and at least 50 feet from all legally existing buoys)  but may 
deviate from these standards based on site specific conditions including 
neighboring uses and structures, State agency compliance, Coast Guard 
consultation, navigation, substrate including obstacles, and bathymetry.     

�x All commercial and tourist buoys shall be subject to the same setbacks 
and grid spacing as homeowner associations or other associational 
entities. 

Low Lake Level Adaptation 
�x Provide for additional permanent anchors for low lake adaptation, either 

lakeward or laterally for legally established buoys. Applicants must 
consider plan for landward row, given that buoy blocks might be exposed 
when lake levels are low. 
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Private Harbors  

Low Lake Level Adaptation 
�x Allow private harbors to install permanent buoy anchors as low lake level 

adaptation strategy as part of buoy field or in exchange for slips as a low 
lake level adaptation strategy, or when harbors are inaccessible due to 
sediment accumulation.  

Buoys Associated with Concessions 
�x Concessions should moor motorized watercraft on permitted buoys. 
�x All buoys used for concessions need to be TRPA permitted legal buoys.   

Piers 
Applicability 

�x Fish spawning habitat: 2015 updated fish habitat maps using best 
available data will be adopted as part of the Shoreline Plan.  Based on 
scientific input, the ban on new construction within fish habitat is not 
scientifically supported and should be lifted.  Mitigation in spawning 
habitat will be required consistent with the environmental thresholds. 

Private Pier Distribution Objectives 
This pier proposal aims to harmonize the following objectives:  

�x Provide fair and reasonable system of access and fairly distribute access 
around the lake 

�x Incentivize and prioritize a system of access for multiple-use facilities 
�x Provide opportunity for single-parcel piers  
�x Provide flexibility in the location of water-dependent structures 
�x Develop a predictable and easy-to-understand system 
�x Maintain and attain environmental thresholds  

o Cap and distribute new piers geographically 
o Use a “go slow” allocation system 
o Manage and monitor shoreline scenic status (improvements and/or 

declines) 
o Avoid clustering (especially in Visually Sensitive areas, such as 

sandy beaches) 
o Reduce overall development potential 
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Definitions 
�x Pier: A fixed or floating structure intended as a landing or mooring for 

water craft and either extending from the backshore to at least 10 feet 
beyond the high water elevation line, or extending into Lake Tahoe to a 
depth of 6,226.1 feet Lake Tahoe Datum (or a functionally similar depth on 
other lakes in the Region).  

�x Single-use pier: Also referred to as a Single-Parcel Pier.  A pier that serves 
one littoral parcel (and retires no parcel as part of the application 
process). 

�x Multiple-use pier: a pier that serves more than one parcel. 
�x Multiple-parcel pier: a pier that retires pier development potential through 

deed restriction on one or more littoral parcels.  A multiple-parcel pier 
may be built to either single- or multiple-use pier design standards. 

Pierhead Line 
�x TRPA digitized the waterward edge of the pierhead line for all areas 

around the Lake as depicted on existing hardcopy maps. 

General 
�x Provide incentives for development of multiple-use piers in lieu of single-

use piers. 
�x For all littoral parcels served with a multiple-use pier, pier development 

potential must be retired through deed restriction for all but the pier-
developed parcel.  This would apply to both adjacent and non-adjacent 
parcels regardless of the number of owners. 

Incentives for Multiple-Use Piers 
�x TRPA will prioritize applications for piers based on the number of parcels 

served. 
�x The following additional incentives for multiple-use piers may be allowed: 

o additional length for catwalks; 
o one boat lift per littoral parcel, up to a maximum of four per 

multiple-use pier; 
o flexibility in pierhead design to accommodate multiple users; and  
o increased visual mass dependent upon number of parcels. 

�x Water depth or substrate slope will not be a required design standard for 
multiple-use piers. 

Eligibility Restrictions  
�x Littoral parcel is defined as a parcel that has fee ownership to high water. 
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�x All private littoral parcels are eligible for a pier – including those served by 
a multiple use facility and which have access to a homeowners 
association pier – if the parcel applicant meets the following criteria: 

o The parcel must not have an existing pier, 
o The parcel must not otherwise be deed restricted for a pier.  
o Structures cannot be located in stream mouth protection zones. 
o The parcel cannot be located within Shorezone Preservation Areas. 

Exceptions, subject to environmental review, possible for public 
piers. 

o Shoreline width is greater than or equal to 45 feet and therefore 
would meet side setback requirements. 

o Littoral property owners who have access to a homeowners 
association pier are eligible to apply for a multiple-parcel pier. 

�ƒ If the pier only serves one residential parcel (i.e. single-use 
design standards apply) then the applicant must retire 
development potential on 1 parcel to qualify, and if located 
in a Visually Sensitive area, the applicant must retire at least 
2 parcels with at least one of the two in the same segment. 

o Shorezone development potential must be retired on one or more 
separate parcels that do not already have a pier.  The number of 
parcels to retire shorezone development potential is dependent 
upon the developing parcel’s scenic sensitivity. 

�ƒ For scenic units not in attainment:  
�x If the developing parcel is within a Visually Dominated 

(VD) scenic character type, then one (1) parcel must 
be retired. 

�x If the developing parcel is within a Visually Modified 
(VM) or Visually Sensitive (VS) scenic character type, 
then two (2) parcels must be retired. 

�ƒ For scenic units in attainment:  
�x If the developing parcel is within a Visually Dominated 

(VD) or Visually Sensitive scenic character type, then 
one (1) parcel must be retired. 

�x If the developing parcel is within a Visually Sensitive 
(VS) scenic character type, then two (2) parcels must 
be retired. 

�x Parcels with retired shorezone development potential may be located 
outside of the developing parcel’s scenic unit only if the entire project 
(including mitigation) results in a net increase in the scenic unit score. 

�x Public drinking water intakes: within ¼ mile of water intakes, water 
purveyors will be notified and consulted on project conditions. 
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Allocation and Distribution of Potential New Piers 

Allocation  
�x 10 public piers would be available for permitting. 
�x 128 private piers in total (multiple or single-use) would be available for 

permitting over the life of the program contingent on threshold 
attainment, retiring pier development potential, or other access 
enhancements.  

�x Initially, TRPA would release 96 of the 128 piers to be permitted over a 16-
year period.   

�x Up to 12 piers would be permitted every two years with any remaining 
balance rolling over to subsequent years (i.e. if 10 piers permitted in years 
1 and 2, then 14 piers (12 + 2) would be available in years 3 and 4). 

�x The release of additional piers after the initial 16-year period would be 
contingent upon the number of parcels that retire future pier 
development potential.  TRPA would release three new piers for every 8 
parcels that retire future pier development. 

�x The 128 piers would be allocated 20 percent to single-parcel piers and 80 
percent to multiple-parcel piers (those that retire development potential).  

�x Opportunities for single-parcel piers will be front-loaded, that is, more 
allocated in the early years to address pent-up demand and to allow  
multiple-use piers to organize, and then reduced in later allotments 

�x TRPA will review the implementation of the pier allocation plan, including 
monitoring the geographic distribution of new piers along with an 
evaluation of pier availability, under both the Threshold Evaluation process 
(every 4 years) and an eight-year pier and buoy permitting activity report 
every 8 years (every other threshold report). 

Distribution 
�x In Visually Sensitive areas, only multiple-parcel piers would be allowed. 
�x The 128 new private piers would be distributed around Lake Tahoe based 

on geographic divisions.  Pier development within Visually Sensitive areas 
would be limited based on the percentage of Visually Sensitive shoreline 
within each quadrant as listed below: 

o California: 86 new piers (67% of 128) 
�ƒ Placer Quadrant: 58 new piers (67% of 86) 

�x Up to 7 new piers (13% of 58) may be located within 
Visually Sensitive areas. 

�ƒ El Dorado Quadrant: 28 new piers (33% of 86) 
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�x Up to 6 new piers (22% of 28) may be located within 
Visually Sensitive areas. 

o Nevada: 42 new piers (33% of 128) 
�ƒ Washoe Quadrant: 21 new piers (50% of 42) 

�x Up to 3 new piers (14% of 21) may be located within 
Visually Sensitive areas. 

�ƒ Douglas/Carson Quadrant: 21 new piers (50% of 42) 
�x Up to 3 new piers (18% of 21) may be located within 

Visually Sensitive areas. 

Prioritization of Permit Applications 
�x Permit applications for new piers would be collected annually by TRPA. 
�x If TRPA receives more single-parcel pier proposals than allotted in any 

given two-year allocation period, the single-parcel piers would be 
distributed by lottery. 

�x Multiple-parcel piers would be  and prioritized based on the following 
criteria in order of preference: 

o Proposals that retire the most pier development potential (i.e. 
parcels) within the same scenic character type within the same 
scenic unitpier development potential of parcels within the same 
scenic character type within the same scenic unit would be first 
priority. 

o Those applicationsProposals that retire the most pier development 
potential on the most parcels will receive highest priority of review. 

o Piers located in less sensitive scenic character types (i.e. Visually 
Dominated is less sensitive than Visually Modified which is less 
sensitive than Visually Sensitive). 

o If a parcel has access to a homeowners association pier, it would 
have last priority in permitting. 

�x Permit applications that are not accepted after TRPA’s permit prioritization 
assessment will be denied. 

Scenic BMPs 
�x For new single-use and multiple-use piers: TRPA will require an initial 21 

contrast rating (this is the baseline requirement) as part of the pier 
application.  Following permit submittal, applicants would have 6 months 
to increase their contrast rating to 25 as part of project mitigation.  TRPA 
will exempt property owners from the 25 contrast rating if it is not feasible 
to achieve 25.   
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Multiple-use Piers Design Standards  

Design Standards – Applicability  
�x Piers that serve more than one primary residence on one parcel or 

multiple parcels with primary residences may comply with multiple-use 
pier design standards.  

�x For single parcels that serve multiple units, including multi-family housing, 
condos, and home owners associations, the applicable pier design 
standards are listed below, based on the number of units served.  In all 
such cases, only one boat lift would be allowed. 

o For 1-2 units, single-use design standards apply. 
o For 3-4 units, multiple use design standards apply with visual mass 

limited to 400 square feet. 
o For 5-20 units, multiple use design standards apply with visual mass 

limited to 460 square feet. 
o For more than 20 units, multiple use design standards apply with 

visual mass limited to 520 square feet. 
�x Piers that serve a single primary residence with multiple vacant littoral 

parcels must comply with single-use pier design standards but shall qualify 
for application priority and be drawn from the multiple-parcel allocation 
pool.  

Design Standards 
�x Length: The landward side of the pier catwalk can extend to elevation 

6,219 feet or 30 feet waterward of the pierhead line, whichever is more 
limiting.  

�x Width: 15 feet wide, not including catwalks 
�x Multiple-use piers can have flexibility in the design of the pierhead to 

accommodate multiple users. 
�x Catwalks: 3 feet wide and length is dependent upon number of parcels: 

o If two parcels, then catwalks may be up to 30 feet long. 
o If more than two parcels, then catwalks may be up to 45 feet long.   

�x Boat lifts: One boat lift per littoral parcel allowed, up to a maximum of four 
per multiple-use pier.  

�x Visual mass 
o For 2 littoral parcels, visual mass would be limited to 400 square feet 
o For 3 littoral parcels, visual mass would be limited to 460 square feet 
o For 4 or more littoral parcels, visual mass would be limited to 520 

square feet 
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�x Boat and boat lift visual mass would not be included in the visual mass 
limitation; however, applicants would have to mitigate for boat and boat 
lift visual mass as part of the project. 

�x Similar to boats and boat lifts, pier railings, which are needed to meet 
safety requirements, are not included in the visual mass limitation; 
however, applicants would have to mitigate the visual mass as part of the 
project. 
 

Single-Use PiersDesign Standards 

Design Standards 
�x Orientation: piers shall be constructed perpendicular to the shoreline. 
�x Length: new or existing piers may extend to elevation 6,219 feet or the 

pierhead line, whichever is more limiting.  If an applicant needs additional 
pier length for functionality, TRPA standards would allow up to an 
additional 15 feet waterward of the pier headline if the drop in substrate 
within the additional 15 feet is a minimum of 6 inches (minimum of 3 
percent). 

�x Width: maximum width equals 10 feet. 
�x Visual mass: limited to 220 square feet for the pier, which includes 

catwalks up to 3 feet wide and 30 feet in length.  The 220 square feet 
would not include visual mass of a boat and boat lift, but additional visual 
mass of a boat lift with a boat would still need to be mitigated. 

�x Location: A new pier should be located at least 40 feet from any other 
pier, measured from the pier head.  Side setbacks for piers should be at 
least 20 feet for new piers and 5 feet for existing piers.  

�x Catwalks up to 3’ in width and boatlifts are allowed. 

Public Piers  
�x TRPA will evaluate public pier design on a case-by-case basis.  Therefore, 

design standards for public piers are not proposed. 
�x Public piers may not be used as permanent moorage. 

Commercial and Tourist Accommodation Piers  
�x A commercial use may be eligible for a new pier if the upland use is also 

commercial. 
�x A tourist accommodation use may be eligible for a new pier only if the 

upland use also includes a commercial use. 
�x For eligible piers that are open to the public, piers may be designed to 

multiple-use standards for 4 or more littoral parcels. 
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�x For eligible piers that are not open to the public, piers may be designed to 
single-use design standards. 

�x Applications for new piers associated with commercial or tourist 
accommodation uses will be prioritized as part of the annual pier 
application and allotment process. 

Pier Relocation and Transfer  
�x Piers may be relocated or transferred within the same scenic unit or to 

another scenic unit in attainment, but cannot transfer to another scenic 
unit that is out of attainment. 

�x Transferred piers should meet all location and design criteria for a new 
pier. 

�x When a pier is transferred, the old pier should be fully removed and the 
area restored. The sending parcel should be deed-restricted from 
developing a future pier. 

�x For pier transfers, both the sending and receiving parcels should meet 
scenic BMP requirements for new piers. 

Pier Conversion 
�x Existing boat ramps may be converted to a pier. These piers would not be 

counted within the pier allocation.  

Expansions of Existing Piers 
�x Existing piers that conform to location and design standards may be 

expanded to the extent allowed for new piers.  
�x Existing piers that do not conform to location and design standards may 

not be expanded unless:  
o the expansion is limited to an existing boat house and does not 

increase the functional capacity of the pier;  
o the effect of the expansion is to increase contrast rating of the 

structure; and  
o the expansion is the absolute minimum necessary to accomplish 

the scenic quality improvement. 

Modification of Existing Pier Structures  
�x Existing pier structures that do not conform to location and design 

standards may be modified if the modification:  
o results in a material environmental benefit; 
o brings the structure into greater compliance with location and 

design standards; and 
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o does not increase the degree of nonconformance with any 
location and design standard. 

Mitigation  

Priority Location 
�x Scenic mitigation and improvement should first occur when possible: 1) on 

the parcel in the shorezone; 2) on the parcel in the upland area; 3) within 
the unit on the shorezone; 4) within the unit in the upland; and then 5) in 
another non-attainment unit. 

Scenic Mitigation 
�x Scenic mitigation for new piers increases with scenic sensitivity of the 

developing parcel’s location. 
o For Visually Dominated areas, the scenic mitigation ratio is 1:1.5. 
o For Visually Modified areas, the scenic mitigation ratio is 1:2.0. 
o For Visually Sensitive areas, the scenic mitigation ratio is 1:3.0. 

Fish Habitat Mitigation 
�x Consistent with the environmental thresholds, mitigation of fish habitat (for 

feeding / escape cover and spawning) is 1:1. 

Scenic Credit Program 
�x TRPA will allow banking of scenic credits in the shorezone and shoreland. 
�x Private parcels, public parcels and marinas are eligible to participate. 
�x Improvement can occur anywhere on the parcel or in the unit. 
�x Credit always stays with the parcel.  

Environmental Improvement [In Development] 
�x Consider dedicating portion of fees generated from the Shoreline Plan to 

EIP for above-and-beyond environmental improvement. 

Floating (Swim) Platforms  
�x Floating platforms should be allowed and tied to a permanent anchor.  
�x Floating platforms are not moorings; however, they must be connected to 

an anchor in lieu of a buoy.  
�x Floating platforms should not exceed 10 x 10 feet.   
�x Motorized boats cannot be moored to floating platforms. 
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Boat Ramps  
�x During periods of low lake levels, encourage non-motorized boaters to use 

boat ramps that are not functional for motorized boats.  
�x The existing six public boat ramps may be relocated to sites better suited 

to accommodate low lake level.  
�x Up to two new public boat ramps may be developed.   
�x Any new public boat ramps should be located in areas that promote 

geographic distribution of lake access in association with clustered 
development and transportation hubs.   

�x New ramp locations should also exhibit shoreline conditions that are well 
suited (e.g. depth, bathymetry) to accommodate access during periods 
of Phase 2 low lake levels of 6,220 feet. 

�x Where feasible, marinas and other public ramps may extend ramps to be 
operational during periods of low lake levels. 

Marinas  

Applicability 
�x The Shoreline Plan process could facilitate environmentally beneficial 

redevelopment at marinas in lieu of Marina Master Plans. 
�x The types of improvements that marina operators anticipate varies based 

on a number of factors specific to marina location, including access to 
navigable water, services provided, and desired reconfiguration or 
expansion at marinas that may or may not involve additional moorings. 

�x Marinas may begin planning and implementing for Phase 2 lake levels 
before such levels are realized.  

Permit Streamlining and Environmental Review 
�x Each marina project would be subject to environmental review, but 

depending upon the level of disturbance and scale of project, it could be 
approved at the staff or hearings officer level.   Projects requiring an EIS 
would require review and approval by APC and the Governing Board. 

�x To avoid multiple permit applications, applications for marina projects are 
encouraged to be comprehensive in that they should include a phasing 
plan that includes both short term and long term environmental 
improvements, low lake level adaptation strategies, and plans for adding 
additional capacity. 
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Mooring Allocation2  
�x TRPA will set aside 330 buoy allocations for use at marinas.    
�x Boat slips would be interchangeable with buoys for allocation purposes. 
�x Additional buoys or slips may be allocated if a proposed project meets all 

requirements of the respective permitting agencies and complies with the 
“Clean Marina” certification program with additional elements that are 
Tahoe-specific integrated into the program, including an aquatic invasive 
species management plan. 

o Such compliance would be required prior to permitting any 
reconfiguration or expansion. 

o Marinas should also include some additional elements such as the 
environmental improvements shown in the list below. 

�ƒ Demonstrate flow improvements/reduction of AIS habitat 
conditions and/or reduced need for dredging. 

�ƒ Contribute to existing AIS control efforts (lake wide). 
�ƒ Provide a boating rental and operations fleet that meets 

EPA and/or CARB standards, including electric boats. 
�ƒ Install an electric charging station for boats. 
�ƒ Provide boater education of 600’ no wake zone, boater 

safety, and clean boating practices. 
�ƒ Provide public access to marina fueling and/or pump out 

stations. 
�ƒ Install stormwater BMPs that treat volume above existing 

TRPA and, if in CA, Lahontan RWCQB requirements. 
�ƒ Provide additional scenic improvements, such as rack or 

storage screening. 
�ƒ Provide boat ramps for public use.  If a ramp is not functional 

for motorized boating due to low lake level conditions, 
provide access for non-motorized boaters.   

�ƒ Provide dedicated parking for non-motorized boaters. 
�ƒ Demonstrate a low lake level capacity improvement. 
�ƒ Provide non-motorized boat storage for public. 
�ƒ Install an electric charging station for cars.   
�ƒ Reduce on-site coverage. 
�ƒ Receive Lake Friendly Business Certification. 

�x Marinas that have demonstrated past performance in environmental 
improvements could receive additional consideration for additional buoys 
or boat slips. 

                                                 
2 See Buoys for further discussion of buoy allocation lake-wide. 
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�x Buoy or boat slip allocations could be used immediately or phased over 
time consistent with the project application. 

�x Marina piers may not be used as permanent moorage.   

Low Lake Level Adaptation 
�x Marinas may begin planning and implementing for Phase 2 (elevation 

6,220 feet) lake levels before such levels are realized.  

Additional Capacity 
�x If marinas are adding capacity or making other provisions to 

accommodate private property owners who cannot access private 
moorings during low lake level conditions, they should not be required to 
provide “above and beyond” environmental improvements or additional 
mitigation fees.  

Floating Structures 
�x Marinas would be allowed to use temporary floating structures to provide 

access for boats when lake levels fall below 6,225 feet.3 Such structures 
should be removed when the lake levels rise above 6,225 feet for a period 
of six consecutive months. 

Pier Extension 
�x Flexibility in pier design at marinas would be allowed based on site-

specific navigation and environmental considerations.  Longer piers may 
help to alleviate the need for dredging, but could have navigation and 
scenic impacts.   

�x Marina pier extensions shall be reviewed on a case-by-case basis and 
subject to the following:  

o A marina pier must serve the public. 
o A marina pier extension must not negatively impact safe 

navigation.  
o All impacts of a marina pier extension must be appropriately 

mitigated. 
o A marina pier may be extended 15 feet waterward if the drop in 

substrate within the additional 15 feet is a minimum of 6 inches 
(minimum of 3 percent).  Additional extensions may be allowed if 
the same substrate slope applies continuously.   

                                                 
3 Both TRPA and California State Lands Commission will explore new permits and leases, 
respectively, that can accommodate marina flexibility for taking these structures in and out of the 
water. 
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�x A marina pier extension for the purposes of facilitating waterborne transit 
shall be considered only with the review of a waterborne transit plan or 
project. 

Design Standards 

Buoy Fields 
�x Marina buoy fields must comply with the same standards as other buoy 

fields (see Buoys) although marina buoy fields may extend further. 
waterward than other fields if consistent with existing permits and leases. 

�x Marina buoy fields could include additional rows of lakeward anchors to 
accommodate low lake level adaptation, but the number of buoys must 
stay the same. 

Dredging  
�x New dredging would only be allowed at marinas, the five essential public 

health and safety facilities, and the six existing public boat ramps where 
previously approved uses exist, provided all environmental impacts are 
addressed and can be appropriately mitigated. 

�x New dredging at public boat ramps may be allowed if increased 
functionality of the ramp can be demonstrated.   

�x TRPA will adopt a conformance standard consistent with the Army Corps 
of Engineers 404 federal standard for new dredging (non-degradation). 
Applicants will also need to comply with each state’s 401 permit 
requirements. 

�x Maintenance dredging would be allowed. 

Overnight anchoring  
�x Watercraft moored overnight shall be moored to legally existing buoys, 

boatlifts, slips, berths, boat hoists or other watercraft storage facilities, 
except for the following: 
o Mooring of construction watercraft for purposes of and use during 

TRPA authorized construction activities, 
o Mooring of public service watercraft for health and safety purposes, or 
o Mooring of watercraft for occasional overnight camping purposes for 

up to 72 hours. 
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No Wake Zone  
�x The no wake zone will be maintained at 600-feet from the water line and 

speed will continue to be limited to 5 mph, except for within Emerald Bay. 
�x Within Emerald Bay, all areas will be designated as a no wake zone.  

Speed would be limited to 5 mph with an exception up to 7 mph for tour 
boats. 

Concession s 

Applicability 
�x Concession structures that occur upland of the shorezone will not be 

regulated through the Shoreline Plan.   
�x The following general policies and standards apply to both motorized and 

non-motorized concessions unless specified. 

General  
�x Concessions would only be permitted as an accessory use for applicants 

that have a permitted upland commercial or public facility/use and 
would need to consider upland parking availability.  

�x TRPA would only issue permanent permits.  The permit would specify the 
number and type of boats, paddleboards, kiosks/ structures, etc. to 
support the concession.   

�x All concessions with a valid permit would be considered grandfathered to 
continue operating under their existing permit conditions. All new 
concessions would be required to meet the requirements of the Shoreline 
Plan.  TRPA is responsible for enforcement of unauthorized uses.  

�x Moorings for concessions would be counted toward the buoy cap. 
�x When allowed, only one watercraft may be moored per buoy or slip.  Use 

of buoy “trains” are not allowed outside of marinas. 
�x All concessions have to meet BMPs, including fueling best management 

practices, meeting fire codes, and local jurisdiction permit(s). 

Concessions for Motorized Boat Rentals 
�x New motorized boat concessions must be associated with a marina.  
�x Each concession for motorized boating would be allowed 1 watercraft 

per permitted mooring except for marinas, which may have one string 
with no more than 10 personal watercraft. 
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Design Standards 
�x Storage racks would be allowed. The location of racks would be above 

high water wherever possible and provide for maximum access and 
recreational benefit. 

Fueling of Watercraft 
�x Permits would require compliance with operations procedures, including 

fueling best management practices, meeting fire codes, and local 
jurisdiction permit(s). 

Non -motorized Boating  

Applicability 
The Shoreline Plan recognizes that non-motorized boating is an ever-increasing 
recreational activity at Lake Tahoe and supports efforts to provide safe access, 
egress and navigation. The Shoreline Plan will also provide opportunities for 
facilities to accommodate non-motorized boating activities, including paddle 
boarding and kayaking.   The California Tahoe Conservancy along with the Lake 
Tahoe Water Trail Association provides a robust boater education and safety 
program at Lake Tahoe. The U.S. Coast Guard, marinas, and other recreation 
providers also facilitate boater safety and provide information. 

Safe Navigation Elements of the Shoreline Plan 
�x Continues the no-wake zone at 600-feet and 5mph speed limit. 
�x Limits pier length via the designated pierhead line. 
�x Controls where piers are located, preserving natural areas without piers 

and distributing piers in areas where piers already exist. 
�x Creates more space and a buffer for non-motorized access on the 

landward side of buoy fields by allowing buoy fields to move their 
landward row of buoys lakeward during low lake levels.  

Use/Access Improvements of the Shoreline Plan 
�x Provides for storage racks and concessions in the shorezone. 
�x Supports funding for signage associated with the Water Trail to identify 

launch sites, landing locations, and other public access points. 
�x Enhances public boat ramps for non-motorized watercraft to take 

advantage during periods of low lake when not accessible for motorized 
boats. 
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�x Upholds environmental thresholds (scenic, water quality, recreation) to 
ensure a quality recreational experience for all users. 

Other Structures  

Breakwaters, Jetties, and Rock Crib and Sheet Pile Piers 
�x No new public or private breakwaters, jetties, rock crib piers, or sheet pile 

piers (or other structures of this type) would be permitted in the Lake 
Tahoe Region except as part of a habitat restoration project or as part of 
a marina environmental improvement project. 

Low Lake Level Adaptation  

Phased Approach 
The Shoreline Plan will plan for low lake level adaptation over the next 20 years 
and recognize the following phases: 

Phase 1:   6223 feet elevation, natural rim.  The current legal low used in 
regional planning. 

Phase 2:   6,220 feet.  The Joint Fact-Finding Committee recommended 
the use of elevation 6,220 feet based on their review of the 
historic low lake elevation (6,220 feet) and the central tendency 
in the Bureau of Reclamation Truckee Basin Study4.  This 
elevation is considered the low elevation for planning decisions 
and policy development, intended to accommodate some 
access during low lake levels. 

Phase 3:   Below 6220 feet (“too low to provide for access”).  In some 
years, the lake elevation may drop below a level at which 
boating and other access can no longer be reasonably 
provided. 

Direct Access towards Marinas and other Public Ramps 
�ƒ During periods of Phase 2 low lake levels, direct boats, which need 

associated structures to safely and effectively launch, to marinas and 
other public ramps that are operational at such elevations, clustering 
access near areas with transportation and transit options. 

                                                 
4 U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation (2015). Reclamation: Managing 
Water in the West.  Truckee Basin Study, Basin Study Report.  August, 2015. 
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�x Support marinas and other public ramps to adapt to be operational 
during periods of low lake levels to the extent feasible. 

�x The Shoreline Plan low lake adaptations will generally plan to 
accommodate watercraft up to thirty feet in length, which is roughly the 
average length of boats on the Lake. 

Tolerance Districts and Permissible Uses  
�x TRPA guides development around the shoreline of Lake Tahoe through 

the use of eight shorezone tolerance districts that were developed based 
on an analysis of an areas tolerance or responsiveness to disturbance or 
change. Within the tolerance districts, TRPA also developed appropriate 
permissible uses for the shoreline depending upon the level of intensity of 
development authorized by the designated tolerance district 
classification.  The tolerance districts and associated permissible uses are 
to be carried forward into the Shoreline Plan.  

�x The existing code is open to interpretation regarding private access from 
the backshore to the foreshore (competing clauses in the code in certain 
Tolerance Districts). Due to topography, such as steep slopes, private 
access to the backshore should be allowed, but such access should be 
accomplished in the least impactful way, which might be a footpath or 
staircase. TRPA would clarify the existing code.   

Public Trust Easement in CA  
�x TRPA and California State Lands Commission has agreed to draft a 

memorandum of understanding that would detail a process to 
coordinate applications for piers which respect the easement and 
property rights, giving assurance to property owners. The MOU is in 
development. 

Tahoe Keys   
The 2016 inventory included boating facilities in the Tahoe Keys.  

Applicability  
�x The Shoreline Plan accounts for the anticipated environmental impacts of 

the Keys by including Tahoe Keys lagoon structures as part of the 2016 
shoreline structure inventory and boating capacity coming from the Keys 
for the environmental baseline.  
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�x The Lake Tahoe shoreline development standards in the Shoreline Plan 
would not apply in the Tahoe Keys because the Keys are not part of Lake 
Tahoe (proper).  For example, low lake adaptation policies and standards 
would not apply in the Keys. 

�x  The highest priority issue to address in the Keys is Aquatic Invasive Species 
(AIS) management, and TRPA and Lahontan are working actively with the 
Keys Homeowner's Association on developing and implementing an 
invasive weeds management plan.  

�x Because the Keys are built out, there is little need to prioritize planning for 
new development, and any refinements to permit administration for the 
Keys will likely be taken up after the Shoreline Plan for Lake Tahoe and the 
Keys AIS Management Plan work is completed.  

Green Infrastructure   
�x TRPA will allow planning for infrastructure that will support environmental 

improvement.   

Environmental Improvement   
�x Environmental improvement projects with a nexus to recreational impacts 

will be identified and presented as an opportunity to advance expanded 
recreational access in concert with environmental restoration.  
Environmental Improvement Program (EIP) implementation that is in 
alignment with existing EIP programmatic priorities will be part of the 
established framework. [In Development] 

�x Staff and the Steering Committee are working together to identify the 
exact mechanisms to link the Shoreline Plan with Aquatic Invasive Species 
(AIS) and recreation projects.  
 

!
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Lake Tahoe Shoreline Plan  

Meeting Materials: Shoreline Program Elements and 
Environmental Improvements  and Protections Overview   
Version 2 
Last Updated: 6-21-2017 
"

Element  Environmental Improvement or Protection  

Buoys - 1,430 additional buoys eligible for 
permitting  (800 new permits + 630 reserve 
pool  (including  330 reserved for marinas )) 1"

- First call, invite all existing permittees  
(up to 3 existing buoys may be 
grandfathered in) "

- Second call, new permits  
- Public agencies would have access 

to reserve pool  
- Buoys may be located up to 600Õ 

waterward from 6,220Õ elevation  

1. Distribution mechanisms, including 
allocation between private, public, 
marinas, etc.  and limits on  HOA 
concentration, focus on minimizing 
impacts lake -wide  

2. Design standards in place to minimize 
impacts  

3. Buoy allocations review every 5 years as 
part of adaptive management  

Moorings  - no more than 2 moorings allowed 
per littoral parcel  at one time , with 3 anchor 
blocks possible  

Additional buoy anchors for low lake level 
adaptation allowed in deeper water to 
minimize impacts to substrate  from 
repeatedly moving anchors  

Buoy anchors  - Additional buoy anchors 
allowed in deeper water to minimize impacts 
to bo aters during low lake  

New public piers Ð 10 new public piers  Case by case review and must meet 
applicable scenic mitigation standards  

New private piers  Ð 128 maximum build out  1. Distribution mechanisms, geographic 
allocation and limitation on development 
within most scenic sensitive areas  and 
stream mouth protection zones  

2. Design standards in place to minimize 
impacts  

3. Scenic mitigation greater than 1:1  and 
increases with visual sensitivity  

4. Multiple -use structures prioritized and 
incentivized  

5. Multiple -use would include retiring pier 
development potential  
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Element  Environmental Improvement or Protection  
6. Scenic BMPs need to exceed baseline  

Single -use p ier design Ð Single-use piers 
limited to 220 sf of visual mass and a length of 
6,219Õ or the pierhead line, which ever is more 
limiting.  15Õ of additional length may be 
permitted to increase functionality.  

Scenic impacts must be mitigated  and public 
access on CA side must be maintained . 

Multiple -use p ier design  Ð Multiple -use piers 
limited to 220 to 520 sf of  visual mass (visual 
mass increases based on numbers of 
residences served)  and a length of 6,219Õ or 
30Õ past the pierhead line, whichever is more 
limiting.  

Scenic impacts must be mitigated  and public 
access on CA side must be maintained .  

Existing piers  may be relocated or transferred  1. Transferred piers cannot be moved to a 
different scenic unit that is out of 
attainment.  

2. Transferred piers must meet design 
standards for new piers  

3. Scenic BMPs must be met  

Existing piers  may be expanded or modified  1. Only ava ilable up to the design standards 
for new piers  

2. Unless, the expansion or modification 
improves the overall scenic quality and 
contrast rating  

Floating (swim) platforms  allowed  Must be tied to an anchor and therefore 
takes up a potential mooring  

Scenic mitigation  Preference for scenic mitigation:  

1. On parcel in shorezone  

2. On parcel in upland  

3. Within unit on shorezone  

4. Within unit in upland  

5. In another non -attainment unit  

Scenic Credit Program  Scenic Credit Program would allow banking 
of scenic credits in the shorezone and 
shoreland  

Public boat ramps  may be relocated  1. New ramps located to promote 
geographic distribution of lake access in 
association with clustered development New public boat ramps  Ð 2 new ramps may 
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Element  Environmental Improvement or Protection  
be developed  and transportation hubs  

2. New ramps to be located in areas that 
are well suited (e.g. depth, bathymetry) to 
accommodate low lake conditions  

Marinas and public ramps  may be extended 
to adapt to low lake conditions  

Marinas and public boat ramps extensions 
would be subject to environmental review 
and impacts  must be mitigated  

Marinas  would not  need to develop Marina 
Master Plans to implement development ; 
they would instead submit Comprehensive 
Project Applications  

Marinas would be required to submit 
Comprehensive Project Appl ications that 
include environmental improvement s and low 
lake level adaptation strategies  

Marina  boat slips and buoys would be 
interchangeable ; no new boat slips would be 
allowed outside of marinas  

330 buoys/slip allocations will be used as an 
incentive  for environmental improvements at 
marinas  

Private harbors  may install permanent buoy 
anchors as a low lake level adaptation 
strategy  

Intended to provide access during low lake 
level condition and reduce the need for 
dredging due to sediment accumulation .  

New dredging  allowed, but only at marinas , 
public boat ramps , and essential public 
health and safety facilities  

Provided all environmental impacts are 
addressed and mitigated . TRPA will adopt the 
Army Corps  of Engineers  standard for non -
degradation  

Maintenance dredging  continued to be 
allowed under existing safeguards  

TRPA will adopt the Army Corps  of Engineers  
standard for non -degradation  

No-wake zone  maintained at 600 -feet lake -
wide and expanded to include all of Emerald 
Bay  

The no wake zone wil l minimize noise, 
sediment disruption, and user conflicts  

New breakwaters, jetties, and rock -
crib/sheet -pile piers  

Not allowed unless part of a habitat 
restoration or environmental improvement 
project  

Concessions  would be allowed but only be 
permitted a s an accessory use to a permitted 
upland commercial or public use ; new 
motorized concessions would only be 
allowed at marinas  

1. Would consider upland parking availability 
and other facilities (restrooms, fueling) to 
support the concession .    

2. Fueling BMPs would be required.  

Concessions  would be allowed one 
watercraft per mooring, marinas would be 
allowed one mooring string  

1. Moorings would be part of the overall 
mooring cap  

2. Concessions would need to meet BMPs  

Non -motorized boating  - provides for storage 1. Continues no -wake zone limits  
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Element  Environmental Improvement or Protection  
racks and concessions in the shorezone  2. Pier length limits  

3. Low lake adaptation (moving buoy 
anchors) may allow improved access on 
landward side of buoys  

4. Boat racks will be required to be screened 
to comply  with scenic standards  

Non -motorized boating  - during low lake, 
public boat ramps encouraged to promote 
non -motorized boating access  

Non -motorized boating  - promotes improved 
signage for water trail and safe launch and 
landing sites  
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$
aM$$1"O$*M;$(0K,7D$6*/6,+/8$K*+$B033-,+8$0/3$*7),+$28,+8$./6-23,]$$

�{ %,326./4$B*H,+$C*07^B033-,$6+0K7$6*/K-.678F$8B,6.K.60--D$+,-07,3$7*$H07,+6+0K7$8B,,38F$H0E,8F$0/3$
6*--.8.*/$B*7,/7.0-`$$

�{ " ),$B*7,/7.0-$K*+$./,LB,+.,/6,3$E0D0E,+8$4,77./4$./7*$30/4,+*28$8.7207.*/8F$B0+7.62-0+-D$./$-.4)7$*K$B**+$
./K*+G07.*/$0I0.-0C-,$6*/6,+/./4$H,07),+$B077,+/8F$H0I,8F$0/3$3.870/6,$7*$3,8.+0C-,$3,87./07.*/8`$0/3$$

�{ S0D0E,+8$0/3$B033-,$C*0+3,+8$/*7$28./4$80K,7D$K,072+,8$826)$08$-.K,$I,878F$C*0+3$7,7),+8F$0/3$-.4)78M$$
$

ZM$ $/4P-,8N/+,?"*$%:2*$+$9*9;$"),$./7,+K06,$C,7H,,/$B2C-.6$0/3$B+.I07,$./7,+,878$4,/,+07,8$6*/K-.678$+,-07,3$7*]$$
�{ &2C-.6$7+,8B088$*/$B+.I07,$C,06),8F$B.,+8$0/3$8H.G$B-07K*+G8F$./6+,08./4$6*/6,+/8$+,-07,3$7*$-.77,+F$

8,62+.7DF$0/3$B+.I06D`$$



!"#"$ "%&'$()*+,-./,$&-0/$12/3./4$&+*5,678$9(:;$<0+6)$=>?@A$ R$

�{ < 0./70././4$,L.87./4$-,40-$B2C-.6$066,88F$+,6*4/.U./4$3.KK,+,/6,8$C,7H,,/$7),$7H*$8707,8$+,-07,3$7*$
066,88`$0/3$$

�{ %,6*4/.U./4$0/3$,/K*+6./4$+,42-07*+D$+,O2.+,G,/78$K*+$0--$-0E,$066,88$28,8$,O20--DF$./6-23./4$/*/J
G*7*+.U,3$C*07$87*+04,F$-02/6)F$0/3$-0/3./4$067.I.7.,8M$$
$

1*$I"+59',@N.$9(4+8$9%%
%
@M$$<,(-(6,8"-%R(2O-,8*9;$Y*/ JG*7*+.U,3$C*07$28,$B+,8,/78$B*7,/7.0-$6*/K-.67$H.7)$6,+70./$/072+0-$+,8*2+6,8$

./6-23./4]$$
�{ &033-,$6+0K7$B+*L.G.7D$7*$8,/8.7.I,$H.-3-.K,$8.7,8$826)$08$*8B+,D$/,878$*+$H07,+K*H-$/,87./4$8.7,8`$$
�{ "+0GB-./4$6*/6,+/$K*+$8)*+,-./,$I,4,707.*/F$./6-23./4$"0)*,$b,--*H$;+,88`$0/3$$
�{ &*7,/7.0-$7*$8B+,03$./I08.I,$8B,6.,8M$$

$
<;%3+"A$I(+#%S-$A$2*%&((-#,*%
$
T8./4$7),$=>??$1+0G,H*+E$(723D$./K*+G07.*/$0/3$3070F$7),$6*--0C*+07.I,$#*+E./4$Q+*2B$6+,07,3$0$1+0G,H*+E$
c-,G,/7$"**-E.7$7*$42.3,$K272+,$067.*/8$7)07$82BB*+7$/*/JG*7*+.U,3$C*07./4$H.7)$*/4*./4$.GB+*I,G,/78$7*$
106.-.7.,8^'G,/.7.,8F$&2C-.6$'66,88F$#07,+$(0K,7DF$&2C-.6^&+.I07,$;**+3./07.*/F$0/3$%,8*2+6,$(7,H0+38).B%
033+,88,3$7)+*24)$60B.70-$.GB+*I,G,/78F$G0/04,G,/7$0/3$*B,+07.*/0-$87+07,4.,8F$0/3$,32607.*/$0/3$*27+,06)M$$
$
'G*/4$7),$+,6*GG,/307.*/8$./$=>??F$7),$#*+E./4$Q+*2B$.3,/7.K.,3$.GB+*I./4$066,88$0/3$+,42-07*+D$
./K*+G07.*/$0I0.-0C-,$7*$B033-,+8$08$0$3,8.+0C-,$*276*G,F$0/3$8B,6.K.6$4*0-8$K*+$7),$6*+,$./.7.07.I,F$
6*GB+,),/8.I,$,32607.*/0-$H0DK./3./4$./7,+B+,7.I,$8.4/04,F$7*]$
$

?M$$&+*I.3,$C,77,+$3.+,67.*/$7*$0/3$.3,/7.K.607.*/$*K$B2C-.6$-02/6)$0/3$-0/3./4$8.7,8$9H0DK./3./4A`$
=M$$NGB+*I,$O20-.7D$*K$7),$,LB,+.,/6,$CD$3.+,67./4$28,+8$7*$7),$+*27,8$7)07$G076)$7),.+$0C.-.7.,8$0/3$

,LB,6707.*/8$9B2C-.6$066,88A`$
RM$$NGB+*I,$H07,+$80K,7D$7*$,/+.6)$7),$,LB,+.,/6,`$
_M$$%,326,$6*/K-.678$H.7)$*7),+$-0E,$0/3$-0/3H0+3$28,8$9B2C-.6^B+.I07,$6**+3./07.*/A`$0/3$
aM$$%,8*2+6,$87,H0+38).BM$$

$
R;%/"55-$%088$99N)"MO,25,26%1MAP(-%
$

N/$+,8B*/8,$7*$7),$./.7.0-$4*0-8$3,I,-*B,3$CD$7),$1+0G,H*+E$B+*6,88$0/3$#*+E./4$
Q+*2BF$./$=>??$;";$).+,3$d,8.4/$#*+E8)*B$7*$H*+E$H.7)$0$(7,,+./4$;*GG.77,,$7*$
3,I,-*B$ 0$4+0B).6$.G04,$8B,6.K.60--D$3,8.4/,3$7*$.3,/7.KD$0/3$.GB+*I,$B2C-.6$
066,88$0/3$+,42-07*+D$./K*+G07.*/$0I0.-0C-,$7*$/*/JG*7*+.U,3$C*07,+8M$&'$%!"#$%
&"'($%H"11L$%M<<$==%8-."-$3:%"*1%)(*+,(-(./0$1%N":>/*1/*3%8:5O(L(3:$4/*"L%
;$?(.-@%M939=-%BCDD%H08$6*GB-,7,3M$$$
$
'8$0$+,82-7F$7),$C+*H/$&033-,$'66,88^#0DK./3./4$(DGC*-$.8$28,3$*/$0--$!"#"$
,32607.*/0-$B.,6,8$./6-23./4$!"#"$c32607.*/0-$#0DK./3./4$N/7,+B+,7.I,$(.4/04, F$
B+./7,3$<0B$P$Q2.3,F$#07,+$(0K,7D$:+*6)2+,F$0/3$H,C8.7,M$

$
(./6,$=>>@F$7),$#*+E./4$Q+*2B$G,GC,+8$)0I,$28,3$7),$1+0G,H*+E$B+*6,88$0/3$8723D$+,82-78$7*$8266,88K2--D$
6*--0C*+07,$*/$7),$.GB-,G,/707.*/$*K$G0/D$60B.70$.GB+*I,G,/78$./6-23./4$E0D0E$0/3$B033-,$C*0+3$+,/70-$
6*/6,88.*/0.+,8$*/$B2C-.6$C,06),8F$B2C-.6$K06.-.7.,8$0/3$0G,/.7.,8F$7+0/8B*+707.*/$8)277-,$8,+I.6,8F$0/3$,LB0/3,3$
B2C-.6$,32607.*/$0C*27$H07,+$80K,7DF$066,88F$0/3$+,8*2+6,$G0/04,G,/7$07$B2C-.6$-02/6)^-0/3./4$8.7,8$7*$G,,7$
7),$/,,38$*K$7),$4+*H./4$/*/JG*7*+.U,3$C*07./4$28,+$07$"0)*,M$$$
$



!"#"$ "%&'$()*+,-./,$&-0/$12/3./4$&+*5,678$9(:;$<0+6)$=>?@A$ _$

!&)&%<49,2$99%E(5$-%
!"#$#%&"#%'())*#%+##&,%&"#%!(&#$%

N'$.$%;$<.$"-/(*@%P**(Q"-/(*@%"*1%8-$6".1='/?%/*-$.=$<-%
%

$

$

::;%1*"#$'(-5$+%)(+#,26%G+(4@%"25%1<R%.$-"*,(29',@N.(-$9%
$
N/$=>?aF$7),$#*+E./4$Q+*2B$G,,7./4 $H08$)*87,3$CD$(.,++0$:28./,88$;*2/6.-$9(:;A$H)*$H08$0H0+3,3$0$7H*$D,0+$
4+0/7$K+*G$;";$7*$7+0/8.7.*/$7),$!"#"$K+*G$0$I*-2/7,,+$088*6.07.*/$./7*$0$82870./0C-,$*+40/.U07.*/M$$"),$62++,/7$
=>?ZJ=>?@$#*+E./4$Q+*2B$./6-23,8$7),$./.7.0-$=>>@$870E,)*-3,+8$J$;";F$! ":<TF$;0-.K*+/.0$(707,$&0+E8F$Y,I030$
(707,$&0+E8F$"%&'F$B033-,+8F$0/3$"0)*,$!0E,K+*/7$XH/,+8e$'88*6.07.*/$9"!X'A$\ $0/ 3$033.7.*/0-$B2C-.6$-0E,$066,88$
0/3$+,8*2+6,$G0/04,+8$./6-23./4$"0)*,$%,8*2+6,$;*/8,+I07.*/$d.87+.67F$Y*+7)$!0E,$"0)*,$%,8*+7$'88*6.07.*/F$
;.7D$*K$(*27)$!0E,$"0)*,F$"0)*,$;.7D$&TdF$0/3$Y*+7)$"0)*,$&TdM$$
$
'8$#*+E./4$Q+*2B$04,/6.,8$0/3$870E,)*-3,+8$.3,/7.KDF$03I*607,$0/3$
G0/04,$-0E,$066,88$0/3$6*/8,+I07.*/$B+*4+0G8F$(:;$3,I,-*B8F$B+*G*7,8$
0/3$G0/04,8$7),$!"#"$H,C8.7,F$G0B8F$0/3$8.4/04,$7*$,32607,$7),$B2C-.6$
0C*27$80K,$0/3$+,8B*/8.C-,$2804,F$B*8.7.*/./4$7),$!"#"$08$0/$
,32607.*/0-$077+067.*/M$$"),$!"#"$G0+E,7./4$87+07,4D$0/3$
6*GG2/.607.*/8$B+*4+0GF$V@=$<.-,8$*K$&2+,$!.O2.3$12/FW$.8$3,8.4/,3$7*$
7+0/8-07,$+,42-07.*/8$./7*$0/$,/404./4$+,6+,07.*/$G,8804,$7*$G*7.I07,$
3,8.+,3$C,)0I.*+F$.M,M$'N($B+,I,/7.*/F$H07,+$80K,7DF$B2C-.6$066,88F$,76M$$$
$
"),$ !"#"$ :28./,88$<*3,-$3,I,-*B,3$CD$(:;$.--287+07,8$7),$H*+E./4$
+,-07.*/8).B$0/3$28,+$,/404,G,/7M$
$

T(I%!&)&%<49,2$99%E(5$-%)(+#9=%
"),$8DGC.*7.6$+,-07.*/8).B$*K$7),$
(:;$!"#"$:28./,88$< *3,-$\ $H),+,$
+,6+,07.*/F$.//*I07.*/$0/3$
87,H0+38).B$./7,+8,67$J$/2+72+,8$7),$
./7,+6*//,67,3$,6*/*G.6F$8*6.0-$
0/3$,/I.+*/G,/70-$088,78F$I.70-$K*+$
82870././4$7),$!"#"$H).-,$
4,/,+07./4$-*60-$70L,8$0/3$5*C8M$$
$
"*$G,,7$G0+E,7$3,G0/3$0/3$
+,8*2+6,$G0/04,G,/7$/,,38F$7),$
!"#"$:28./,88$< *3,-$,LB0/38$7),$
7+0.-$./7*$0/$,32607.*/0-$H0DK./3./4$
./7,+B+,7.I,$7+0.-),03$8D87,G$
82BB*+7,3 $CD$-*60-$C28./,88,8F$
870E,)*-3,+8F$0/3$B033-,+8$H)*$
B+*G*7,$87,H0+38).B$*K$7),$!0E,$
"0)*,$H07,+8),3M$
$
!"#"$2804,$H.--$,/6*2+04,$/,H$
C28./,88,8$0/3$8,+I.6,8$7)07$
033+,88$B0+E./4F$066,88F$80K,7D$
.882,8$J$826)$08$+06E8$K*+$C.E,8$0/3$
60+8F$E0D0E^C*0+3$87*+04,$+06E8$0/3$

K06.-.7.,8F$8)277-,$8,+I.6,8F$H07,+$80K,7D$6-088,8F$42.3,8F$0/3$'d'$6*GB-.0/7$066,88$0/3 $./7,+B+,7.I,$K,072+,8M$$N/$
72+/F$7).8$B-0//,3$./K-2L$*K$.//*I07.*/$H.--$6+,07,$6*GG2/.7D$B+.3,$7)07$./8B.+,8$6*/8,+I07.*/M$Y,H$C28./,88$H.--$
),-B$+,8*2+6,$G0/04,+8$0/3$(:;$7*$+,06)$0/3$3.87+.C27,$,32607.*/0-$./K*+G07.*/$7*$0$6+.7.60-$G088$*K$B033-,+8F$
6*GB-,G,/7./4$7),$"0)*,$:*07$N/8B,67.*/8$0/3$"0)*,$S,,B,+8$B+*4+0G8M$$$



!"#"$ "%&'$()*+,-./,$&-0/$12/3./4$&+*5,678$9(:;$<0+6)$=>?@A$ a$

:::;%!&)&%E,-$9*(2$9%JKKUDJKLV%
%
=>>R]$ N/6,B7.*/̀ $;";$0/3$!"#"'$I*-2/7,,+8 $

=>>a]$ &+./7,3$!"#"$<0B$P$Q2.3,F$*27+,06)F$,I,/78F$H,C8.7,$3,I,-*BG,/7$

=>>@]$ !0E,$"0)*,$Y*/ J<*7*+.U,3$:*07$#*+E./4$Q+*2B$9#*+E./4$Q+*2BA$
,870C-.8),3̀$K.+87$G,,7./4$

=>>[]$ !0E,$"0)*,$Y*/ J<*7*+.U,3$:*07./4$(2+I,D$$

=>??]$ !"#$%&"'($%)(*+,(-(./0$1%2("-/*3%4."5$6(.#@%8-91:%"*1%
;$<(55$*1"-/(*=%>(.%89??(.-@%A9*$@%BCDD%X+40/.U,3$0/3$B+,B0+,3$CD$;";%

$ !"# $%&"'($%H"11L$%M<<$==%8-."-$3:%"*1%)(*+,(-(./0$1%N":>/*1/*3%
8:5O(L(3:%!"#$%&"'($%2"=/*%4/*"L%;$?(.-F$M939=-%BCDD%O:%R$=/3*%
N(.#='(? %12/3,3$7)+*24)$0$;"; $-0/3860B,$0+6).7,672+,$+,70./,+%

=>?a]$ (.,++0$:28./,88$;*2/6.-$!"#"$ G0/04,G,/7$7)+*24)$;";$7H* JD,0+$4+0/7`$$
(:;$!"#"$<0+E,7./4$ ;*GG2/.607.*/8$&+*4+0G$0/3$X27+,06)`$

$ !"#"$c32607.*/0-$#0DK./3./4$N/7,+B+,7.I,$(.4/04,$"+0.-),03$(D87,G$
0BB+*I,3$K*+$=>$"+0.-),038$07$B2C-.6$C,06),8$H.7)$-02/6)^-0/3./4$K06.-.7.,8$$

=>?Z]$ <087,+$(.4/$&0/,-$",GB-07,$3,8.4/$6*GB-,7,3`$$Z$(.4/8$6*GB-,7,3$./$
Y*+7)$!0E,$"0)*,^&-06,+$;*2/7D̀$=$./$B+*4+,88$K*+$Yf$(707,$&0+E8$

$ !"#"$#07,+$(0K,7D$:+*6)2+,$6*GB-,7,3$J$3.87+.C27.*/$<0DJ(,B7$=>?@$

$
:W;%JKLXDJKLY%3+"A$I(+# %)(+#,26%G+(4@N1<R%/+,(+,*M%!&)&%/+(6+"A%:2,*,"*,?$9%%%
%
:2.-3./4$2B*/$7),$8266,88K2-$6*GB-,7.*/$*K$8.L$!"#"$8.4/8$0/3$0$B033-,+$H07,+$80K,7D$C+*6)2+,$./$=>?ZF$7),$
#*+E./4$Q+*2B$0/3$(:;$)0I,$ ,870C-.8),3$7),$K*--*H./4$!"#"$ B+.*+.7D$./.7.07.I,8$K*+$=>?@J=>?[M$&+*4+,88$*/$
7),8,$K*2+$./.7.07.I,8$H.--$6*/7./2,$7*$033+,88$0/3$+,8*-I,$7), $.3,/7.K.,3$.882,8$7)+*24)$60B.70-$.GB+*I,G,/78F$
G0/04,G,/7$0/3$*B,+07.*/0-$87+07,4.,8F$0/3$,32607.*/$0/3$*27+,06)$7*$088.87$B033-,+8$0/3$04,/6.,8M$
$

?M ;*GB-,7,$!"#"$ c32607.*/0-$"+0.-),03$(.4/$&0/,-8$07$.3,/7.K.,3$&2C-.6$: ,06),8 ^106.-.7.,8$
=M N/6+,08,$S0D0E$0/3$&033-,$:*0+3$%06E8$0/3$(7*+04,$106.-.7.,8$
RM N/7,4+07,$&033-,$'66,88^#0DK./3./4$(DGC*-$*/$g.4)H0D8$0/3$=>$!"#"$&2C-.6$!02/6)^!0/3./4$(.7,8 $
_M &+*G*7,$#07,+$(0K,7D$0/3$:*07./4^&033-,+$c32607.*/$$

%
W;%JKLXDJKLY%!&)&%&./0%1'(+$-,2$%/-"2%3425,26%/+(7$8*9%%
$
"*$06).,I, $6+.7.60-$!"#"$ 4*0-8F$(:;$ .8$+,O2,87./4$()*+,-./,$&-0/$K2/3./4 $7*$82BB*+7$R$B+.*+.7D$./.7.07.I,8]$

?M ;*GB-,7.*/$*K$!" #"$(.4/04,$07$?>$B2C-.6$C,06),8$
=M N/6+,08,$&,+G.78$K*+$G*+,$S0D0E$0/3$&033-,$:*0+3$%06E8$0/3$(7*+04,$106.-.7.,8$$
RM '88.87$H.7)$' 27)*+.U07.*/$*K$&033-,$'66,88^#0DK./3./4$(DGC*-$*/$!0E,$"0)*,$: 08./$g.4)H0D8$$

$
#).-,$.7$.8$2/3,+87**3$7),$()*+,-./,$&-0/$B+*6,88$7.G,-./,$,L7,/38$7)+*24)$=>?[F$32,$7*$7),$87044,+./4$./6+,08,$
*K$H07,+$+,862,8$0/3$3,07)8$07$!0E,$"0)*,F$(:;$.8$+,O2,87./4$K./0/6.0-$82BB*+7$./$=>?@$K*+$!"#"$(.4/04,$07$?>$
B2C-.6$C,06),8$7*$6*GB-,7,$7),$"+0.-),03$8D87,GM$").8$3,8.4/07,3$cN&$B+*5,67$6*2-3$.--287+07,$0$()*+,-./,$B)08,3$
0BB+*06)$./.7.07.I,$7)07$C2.-38$2B*/$0/$.GB,+07.I,$H07,+$+,6+,07.*/$/,,3$\ $/,,3,3$ '('& M$$'27)*+.U07.*/$*K$G*+,$
B,+G.77,3$+06E8$0/3$87*+04,$K*+$7),$=>?@$B033-,$8,08*/$7*$033+,88$B0+E./4$0/3$066,88$.882,8$7)07$82BB*+7$
7+0/8B*+707.*/$0/3$7+0/8.7$B-0/8$H*2-3$0-8*$C,$,L7+,G,-D$),-BK2-$0/3$B*8.7.I,$08$0$()*+,-./,$&-0/$B)08,3$
0BB+*06)$./.7.07.I,$7)07$6*2-3$C,6*G,$0$3,8.4/07,3$cN&$B+*5,67M$$'88.870/6,$H.7)$7),$0BB+*I0-$*K$./7,4+07./4$7),$
&033-,$'66,88^#0DK./3./4$(DGC*-$*/$!0E,$"0)*,$:08./$).4)H0D8$H.7)$;0-"+0/8$0/3$YdX"$.8$0$G*+,$-*/4J7,+G$
4*0-F$C27$87.--$B0+7$*K$7),$*I,+0--$#*+E./4$Q+*2B$0/3$1+0G,H*+E$B2C-.6$066,88$87+07,4DM%

$



!"#"$ "%&'$()*+,-./,$&-0/$12/3./4$&+*5,678$9(:;$<0+6)$=>?@A$ Z$

0;%R(A@-$*$%!&)&%1,62"6$%"*%LK%/4P-,8%<$"8'$9%
%
()*+,-./, $&-0/$K2/3./4$H*2-3$C,$28,3$K*+$7),$3,8.4/$0/3$B+*3267.*/$*K$!"#"$(.4/04,$K*+$?>$!"#"$"+0.-),03$
8.7,8$H).6)$./6-23,8$8.L$!":<T $B2C-.6$C,06),8$0/3$K*2+$;0-.K*+/.0$(707,$&0+E$B2C-.6$C,06),8$K*+$7),$=>?@$B033-,$
8,08*/M$$;2++,/7-D$?>$-*607.*/8$)0I,$8.4/8$6*GB-,7,3$*+$./$B+*4+,88$98,,$C,-*HAM$$12/3./4$K*+$7),$?>$+,G0././4$
8.7,8$.8$/,,3,3$7*$6*GB-,7,$7),$=>$"+0.-),03$(.4/04,$8D87,GM$$
$
'8$7),$B+.*+.7D$./.7.07.I,$K*+$!"#"$7)07$033+,88,8$,I,+D$1+0G,H*+E$.882,$0/3$4*0-$,870C-.8),3$CD$7),$#*+E./4$
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Non -Motorized Access  (Kayaks, Paddle 
Boards, etc.)   

V1 (04.26.2017) 

Issues Identified through Planning Process  
Use and improvements of access for non -motorized boating  

Signage  

Safe navigation  

No-wake zones  

Presence of piers and buoys  

Storage on / near shoreline  

User conflicts  

Concessions  

Shoreline Plan Policy  

Work with Existing Partners  

The Shoreline Plan recognizes  that non -motorized boating is an ever -

increasing recreational activity at Lake Tahoe and supports efforts to 

provide safe access, egress and navigation. The Shoreline Plan will also 

provide  opportunities for facilities to accommodate non -motorized 

boatin g activities, including paddle boarding and kayaking .  

The Water Trail tracks 39 access points and 17 day -use sites spread widely 

throughout the lake. The Water Trail web site provides a detailed map of 

access locations. The California Tahoe Conservancy al ong with the Lake 

Tahoe Water Trail Association provide s a robust boater education and 

safety program at Lake Tahoe. The U.S. Coast Guard, marinas, and other 

recreation providers also facilitate boater safety and provide information.  



Provide for Safe N avig ation  

The Shoreline Plan:  

!  Continue s the no -wake zone at 600 -feet and 5mph speed limit.  
!  Limits pier length (via the designated pierhead line) to promote safe 

navigation  
!  Controls where piers are located, preserving natural areas without 

piers and distributi ng piers in areas where piers already exist.  
!  Creates more space  and a buffer  for non -motorized access on the 

landward side of buoy fields by a llowing buoy fields to move its 
landward row lakeward during low lake levels.  

Use and I mprovements for A ccess  
!  Provides for storage racks and concessions in the shorezone.  
!  Support s funding for signage associated with the Water Trail to 

identify launch sites, landing locations, and other public access 
points.  

!  Enhance s public boat ramps for non -motorized to take advantage 
of during periods of low lake when not accessible for motorized 
boats.  

!  Uphold s environmental thresholds  (scenic, water quality, recreation)  
to ensure a quality recreational experience for all users.  
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